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Pictured at the Operatic concert at the City Hall, Cork last night were (from lefY): Barra 0
Tuama, promoter; Dmitri Hvorostovsky, Russian baritone; Ingrid Surgenor, accompanist;
Arthur Davies, Welsh tenor; Virginia Kerr, soprano and David McInerney, M.C.

(Picture: Eddie O’Hare)

Barra’s best!

THREE distinguished
singers took the stage at
the City Hall last night in
the first of Barra
Tuama's new series:
Great Operatic Voices Of
Today. The concert was
sponsored by Gaeleo.
Soloists were Baritone
Dmitri Hvorostovsky,
winner of last year's BBC
Singer of the World com-
petition; Soprano Vir-
ginia Kerr, whom we
have heard here before
and who is to make her
debut at Glyndebourne
this year and Welsh
tenor Arthur Davies who
has had many successes

with the English
National Opera Com-
pany.

Ingrid Surgenor was as
usual, accompanist for
the evening and David
MclInerney, variously de-
scribed in the pro-
gramme as Concert Co-
Ordinator and Concert
Narrator, did excellent
duty in both jobs!

Virginia Kerr opened
the concert with a relax-
ed Song to the Moon
from Dvorak’s Rusalka,
sung in Czech. Arthur
Davies introduced him-
self with a fine Recondita
Armonia from Tosca and
Dmitri Hvorostovsky
chose from the Russian
repertoire Tchaikovsky’s
O Marie from Mazeppa.

It was clear at this
stage that we were to
have a night of first class
opera in a relaxed con-
cert setting and the pack-
ed City Hall settled itself
to enjoy it. I was impres-
sed by all three perfor-
mers in different ways.

The Russian baritone
has all the qualities -
excellent pitching and
control, as he demons-
trated in his opening aria
and in those delightful
extended phrases in Di
Provenza, as well as an
ability to use the full
dramatic and emotional
range, as in his Verdi
Maria from MacBeth.

Welsh tenor Arthur
Davies showed us power
and musicality of a high
order but demonstrated
too, an unexpected light-

Review: Tomés OCanainn

ness and airiness in_his
fine duet with Virginia
Kerr from Act 3 of La
Traviata.

Irish Soprano Virginia
Kerr, like the other sol-
oists, had reserves of
power and dramatic abil-
ity. In addition we heard
in Czardas" from Die
Fledermaus, an out-
standing coloratura sop-
rano quality.

For me, the high point
of the evening - and it
included all three perfor-
mers and the accompian-
ist - came half way
through the second half,
in successive items. The
first was Eri Tu from
Verdi’s Masked Ball,
sung beautifully by the
Russian baritone, with a
most musical and sensi-
tive piano accompani-

ment. The second item
was the Irish-Welsh duet
from Act 3 of La Traviata
- a tremendous perfor-
mance.

Finally, I have said this
before and retain my
right to repeat it in the
future if the occasion
arises - this was the most
musically sausf&mg of
all the Barra OTuama
concerts that I have
heard.

Pre-concert hours
were a nightmare

Report: Declan Hassett

The Voice, Dmitri
Hvorostovsky, opened
his world concert tour in
Cork last night on a
triumphant note, over-
coming a throat infec-
tion and jet-lag to con-
firm his reputation as
the hottest young pro-
perty in opera.

Russian baritone Dmit-
ri, Welsh tenor Arthur
Davies and Dublin sop-
rano Virginia Kerr,
accompanied by Ingrid
Surgenor, thrilled a
capacity audience in the
City Hall.

The pre-concert hours
had been something of a
nightmare for impre-
ssario Barra OTuama.

The problems began on
Friday when Dmitri's
flight from Moscow, via
London, was diverted
from Dublin to Belfast,
and the Russian had to
be driven by car to the
capital for his appear-
ance on the Late Late
Show. There was another
problem; he had picked
up a throat infection,
and,” on his_ arrival in
Cork, on medical advice,
he went on a course of
anti-biotics and was con-
fined to his hotel room at
Silversprings. They

worked and he was in
tremendous form by last
night, having done most
of his rehearsal work in
Dublin.

Virginia Kerr also
made a dramatic en-
trance to this country.
Her Atlanta plane blew a
tyre on landing at
Shannon on Saturday
but no one was injured.
She has completed sever-
al major performances in
the US and flies back
immediately after her
appearance in the Con-
cert Hall on Wednesday.

Then Arthur Davies
was unable to fly into
Cork because of severe

cross-winds yesterday
morning but, thanks to
Aer Rianta and Aer Ling-
us, he was re-routed
through London and
flown to Shannon from
where he was whisked to
the City Hall at noon
yesterday for final re-
hearsal. He had worked
on his programme earlier
last week in London.

Mr OTuama said he
was shattered by the
time all the stars had
reached Cork safely but
declared himself delight-
ed after his singing stars
and pianist had received
a standing ovation last
night.
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Haughey in P:

meet Mitter

AN Taoiseach, Charles
Haughey is in Paris
today for top level EC
talks with French Presi-
dent, Francois
Mitterrand.

The main item on the
agenda will be the situa-

Report:Elaine Cobb

tion in Eastern Europe
and Mr. Haughey is
expected to update Presi-
dent Mitterrand on
Ireland’s plans for its
term as President of the
European Community.
Ire!

and took over the .
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Jlyumee or bappa!
O630p: Tomac O'Kanaiinn

Buepa BeuepoM TpH BBUIAKOIIMXCS IEBLA BBIIUIH Ha CLEHY MA3PHH B IIEPBOM H3 HOBOH
cepu koureptoB bappa O’Tyama “Benmkue Omnepubie l'osoca CoBpemenHocTH”. KoHulepT
croHcuposaicsi komnanueil Gaeleo.

Conucramu Obinn Gaputon Jmutpuii XBopocToBeknid, mobeurensb NpONLIOro/iHEro

koukypca BBC "llerenn mupa", Bupmxunus Kepp, koTropyio Mbl yiKe ciblllain. 3/ech
paHbllle U KoTOopas B SToM rojay jaebwotupyer B [naitnabopHe, H BaMiicKnii ~TeHoOp
Apryp IsBuc, nodusmmiics Gonpliux yenexoB B AHrauickoil Haumouwanenoit Onepe.

Hurpun CypreHop, kak 00blMHO, OblIa akkoMmiaHuaropom, a Jsujp -MakuHepHH, Ha3BaHHbII
B IporpaMme Kak KOOPIHHATOP M BeJYIIHH KOHIEPTA, OTIHYHO CHpaBwicid ¢ obeMMH
o0s3aHHOCTAMH!

Bupmkunus Kepp otkpbula koHuepT HenpunyskieHnoil “Tleeneil Jlyne” uz "Pycankn"
JlBopixaka, HCIIOJTHEHHOH Ha 9elICKOM A3bIKe. ApTyp-J[9BHC NpejcTaBHI NpeKpacHyro

“"Recondita Armonia” u3 “Tockn”, a JIMutpuii -XBopocToBckuii BeIOpan M3 pycckoro

perepryapa “0, Mapus™ YaiikoBckoro uz “Magenbr”.

Ha stom sTame ObIO SICHO, 4TO HaM MpeJcTOSl Beuep IEpBOKIACCHOH Omephl B
HENPHHYK/ICHHOI KOHIEPTHOI 00CTAaHOBKE, M IIEPEIIOIHEHbIH 31 MIPHH YCTPOHIICH, 4TOOLI
HacnaJuThes UM. Bee TpH MCronHUTENS [IPOM3BEIH BIEYATICHHE, KA¥kKblH 110-CBOEMY.

Pycckuii Gaputon obiagaer BceMM KadecTBaMH — OTIHYHOH Mojavycii U KOHTPOJIEM, YTO OH
NPOJIEMOHCTPHPOBA B CBOCH “BCTYIHTEJBHOH apMM H B T€X BOCXHTHTE/IBHBIX LIHPOKHX
¢pazax B “Di Provenza ”, a Takke crnocoOHOCTBIO HCIONBL30BATH BeCh JIpaMaTHUYECKHH H
IMOLIMOHAIBHBIN JAHana3oH, kak B apud MakOera w3 Bepnm.

Bannmiicknii Tenop  Apryp J[»BHC NpoAeMOHCTPHPOBAJ HAM HE TOJBKO MOIIL H
MY3BIKaJIBHOCTE, BRICOKOIO KJlacca, HO M HEOKHJIAHHYI0 JIETKOCTh H BO3JIYIIHOCTH B CBOEM
npekpacHoM jysre ¢ Bupmkunueit Kepp w3 3-ro akra “Tpapuarsr”.

Hpnanjckas. conpado Bupiukunus Kepp, kak W Jpyrue coJMCTBI, IIOKa3aja CHIy W
Jpamarivecke criocobHocTH. [Tmroc Mel yenbimanu B “Happame" w3 “Jleryde Mbimm”™
BblJalollleccs KOJIOpaTypHOE cOIpaHo.

Jlns MeHs KyJIBMMHAIIHOHHBIH MOMEHT Bedepa-a B HEM Y4YacTBOBAIM BCe TPH
HCIOJIHHTENA W aKKOMIIAHHATOP - HACTYIMI B Cepe/IHHE BTOPOH IIOJIOBHHBL, B JIBYX IOJpsAL
BeicTyIIeHUsX. [lepBoii Obuta apust “Eri Tu” u3 onepwsl Bepnu “ban-mackapan”, npekpacHo
MCIIONIHEHHASl PYCCKHM OapUTOHOM, ¢ CaMbIM MY3bIKAJILHBIM H YYBCTBHUTEIbHBIM
dopTenHaHHBIM COMPOBOKACHHEM. BTOpHIM HOMepoM OB HpJaHACKO-BAUTHACKHH TysT W3
3-ro akra “TpaBuarhl" — noTpAcaiomiee NpeacTaRIeHHE.



Hakoner, s yke ropopui o0 3TOM paHbIlle W coXpaHsio 3a coboil npaBo MOBTOPHTH 3TO B
5}’,[1}’].].[61\41, CCIIH MpEICTaBHTCH TakKad BO3MOMKHOCTE — 3TO ObLI CM}’3I>IK&JII>HU?I TOYKH
3pEeHHs CaMblH Y/IOBJIETBOPHTENBHBIM M3 Bcex KoHieproB bappa O’Tyama, koTopbie #
CJIBIIIATL.

Yacel nepea KOHUEPTOM OBLIH HACTOSIIIHM KOLIMAPOM
Penopramx: dexknan Xaccerr

['onoc, JIMutpHii XBOpOCTOBCKHIH, OTKPBUI CBOE MHpOBOE KOHUEpTHOe TypHe B KoOpke
MpONUILIM BedepoM Ha mNobeaHOH HOTe, MPeoJoNeB aHIMHY H CMEHY YacOBLIX TOSCOB,
yTOOBI NOATBEPOHTE CBOKY PEIyTallHK) CaMOoro JIYHIICTO MOJOJ0r0 OINEpHOr®G, HCITOJIHHTCIIA.

Pycckuit Gaputon JIMHTpHi, Bautwickuii TeHop Aptyp JlaHc W JyOIMHCKas conpasHo
Bupmxunus Kepp B conposoxiaenun HMuarpua CypreHop npHBEJIH B BOETOPT
MepPeroTHeHHBIH 3a1 MIPHH.

Ho wacel mepen koHueprom s uMmmnpeccapro bappa O'Tyama ObliH HacTOATIHM
KOIIMapoM.

[IpoGnembl Hawanuch B NMATHHLY, Koraa peiic JImurpusa m3 Mockeel 4epe3 JloHaoH Obin
nepeHanpasneH w3 Jlyonuna B bendact, m poceHsHHHA NPHIIIOCE BE3TH Ha MalllHHE B
cTroiuiy Juisi ero BeicTyiuienus Ha “Late Late Show ™. beuta emé onmna npobiiema: on
MMOAXBATHI aHTHHY, H Mo npudbiTun B Kopk. o coBery Bpaua, OH INpowIEN Kypc
AHTHOHOTHKOB M JIOJUKEeH OBLI CHJIETH B_ CBOEM TOCTHHHYHOM HOMEpE B
“CuneBepcripunrce”. 3To MOMOITO, H KO BUYepallHeMy Bedepy OH OblI B oTiIH4HOH (opme,
npojienap OonbIIyl0 yYacTh cBoeH penerHiHoHHod paborel B JlyGaune.

Bupkunns Kepp rarke apamarnaso peexasa B Mpnanguro. Y e€ camonera B ATtiante
npu mocajgke B lllennone B ¢y600TYy nomHyna mmHa, HO HUKTO He mocTpajan. Y Heé
OblI0 Heckonmbko Oonbuiux BeicTyruieHHid B CIIIA, 1 cpasy mocne cBoero BBICTYIUICHHS B
Konuepriom 3asne B epely 'oHa Bo3BpaiiaeTcs oOparHoO.

Aptyp JlaBuc He emor Beuieters B Kopk u3-3a cuiibHoro OOKOBOTO BeTpa BuUepa YTpOM,
Ho Omarogaps.“Aer Rianta” m “Aer Lingus” on Obln nepenanpasieH uepes JlonjoH u

nocrasieH B lllenHoH, oTKy/Ja Buepa B MOJNJIEHbL €r0 MPHBEIIH B MIPHIO Ul (DHHAIBHOI
penernuun. On paboran Haj csoeil nmporpamMmoil B Hawasie npouuiod Hegend B JloHoHe.

Mucrep ‘O"Tyama ckasai, 4To e€ro Tpscio, Korja Bee 3BE3JbI Onarononydto pobpanuce J10
Kopka, Ho oH ObUI B BOCTOpre mnociie OBAallHH NPONUILIM BEYEpOM.

Ieperon ¢ anrmmikoro H Tumodeesoi



