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DMITRI HVOROS OVSKY ON When you take a closer look at Philips Classics, you'll see
TR - a wide array of talented artists whose styles define and
///// 2] ///////// challenge the way you’ll look at music today.
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HERE ARE MANY WAYS TO FALL IN LOVE WITH OPERA, BUT A SIMPLE AND IRRE-
SISTIBLE WAY IS TO BE CAPTIVATED BY THE BEAUTY OF A PARTICULAR HUMAN
VOICE. SOPRANOS AND TENORS ARE THE USUAL FIRST OBJECTS OF ADORATION,

but other voices are by no means excluded. And so, | Carnegie Hall, The New York Times' Bernard Hol-
one of the most awaited events of the New York | land wrote, “This is a voice remarkable for its lack of
opera scene this season was the Met debut of bari- | faults,” adding that around arias from Don Pasquale,
tone Dmitri Hvorostovsky on October 26, I Puritani, Luisa Miller and Don Carlo he
as Yeletsky in The Queen of Spades. En- “cast up a wall of beauty.”

thusiasm about the singer had been Wary of the effects of such sudden
building since a videotape of his winning fame and adulation, I approached my
performance at the Cardiff Singer of the brunch meeting with the singer last
World Competition in 1989 was circulat- March with some trepidation. Striding
ed by an influential opera figure, Francis out of the hotel elevator, he stood outin a
Rizzo. The warmth, color and richness of crowd of well-heeled tourists by his sirik-
inflection of Hvorostovsky’s voice, com- ing posture, dark, uptilted eyes and sil-
bined with astounding breath control, very mane. A friendly smile accompanied
won over most connoisseurs. But added a reassuringly firm handshake. Declaring
to these are a presence that has been he was hungry, he put first things first
compared to that of Rudolf Nureyev and looks a | and attacked the buffet. I followed his lead and piled
tenor would kill for. my plate with oysters (while pushing away thoughts
The singer was snapped up by Philips, who | of Tom Jones). He called for coffee as soon as we
signed him to a five-year contract, recently renewed. | were seated, apologizing for his voice — saying it
His first solo disc for the label came out a few | was dead in the morning “before coffee.” It was as
months after his New York recital debut at Alice | sonorous as I expected.

Tully Hall on March 4, 1990. This event, sponsored Hvorostovsky was in town for a series of concerts
by Opera Orchestra of New York, attracted every- | with the New York Philharmonic conducted by
one who was anyone in the music business, plus all | Valery Gergiev and was not too happy about his per-
the usual opera obsessives. It was a tremendous | formance on the Thursday before. He made no ex-
popular and critical success, prompting New York | cuses for the ill effects of a cold, but expressed
magazine's Peter G. Davis to exult in this “young | dissatisfaction with the expressive range he mus-
artist who connects directly with his work and is | tered for Mussorgsky's Songs and Dances of Death.
emotionally equipped to share his musical discover- |  Song recitals have taken at least 50 percent of
ies intelligently, honestly and compellingly.” Ofa | Hvorostovsky’s time from the start, and this is re-
subsequent appearance in November 1990 at | flected in his numerous recordings for Philips. He
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PORTRAITS: HARRY HELEOTIS

INSET: AT THE MET, AS YELETSKY IN THE QUEEN OF SPADES







