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Faust, Royal Opera, Covent Garden, September 2011

Covent Garden has a talent for staging nineteenth century operas in sumptuous
productions with excellent singers, and this is another fine example.
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Gounod’s Faust, with its libretto by Barbier and Carré based on Carré’s earlier play Faust
et Marguerite, is loosely fashioned on Goethe’s great work, though it’s hardly Goethe.
David McVicar’s production, with its sets by Charles Edwards and costumes by Brigitte
Reiffenstuel, all superbly lit by Paule Constable, are wonderfully evocative of the period
when this 1859 opera was created. It may be high-brow French pantomime, but many of


http://www.markronan.com/2011/09/faust-royal-opera-covent-garden-september-2011/

the scenes are very effective, and Gounod produces some excellent orchestration with a
lovely melodic line.
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After Dmitri Hvorostovsky sang Avant de quitter ces lieux in Act Il the second-night
audience roared their applause, and we were treated to glorious singing by an all-star cast.
After an unconvincing start as a venerable academic, Vittorio Grigolo sang his heart out
as the youthfully revived Faust, and literally bounced onto the stage at the end to take
curtain calls. His elegant Marguerite, more debutante than village maiden in this opera,
was stylishly portrayed and lyrically sung by Angela Gheorghiu. Add to this the beautiful
voice of Micheéle Losier in the trouser role of Siebel, and the cast gave a wonderful
rendition of the vocal roles, superbly grounded by René Pape as the ever present
Mephistopheles, his voice and stage presence giving huge depth to the whole
performance.

Conducting by Evelino Pido gave Gounod’s music just what it needs, and if the stage
action is a bit melodramatic . . . well that’s what this opera is, but the whole performance
is visually appealing and vocally superb.

The production continues until October 10, though with cast changes for Marguerite and
Valentin in some later performances.
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HOBEHT—rap,EI,E‘H Oﬁﬂa,ﬂ,aET TaNaHToOM CTaBWMTb POCKOWHbIE NOCTAHOBKKM ONep AeBATHaAUATOrMD BeKa C
npeBoCxXogHbIMK NesUamMu, U 3TO ewe oamH I'IFIEI{FII-]CHblﬁ npumep.

"ayct" MyHo ¢ nnbpeTtro bapbee u Kappe, ocHoBaHHOM Ha Bonee paHHel nbece Kappe "®ayct u
Maprapura" (B 0bwux 4epTax), OCHOBAHHOM, B CBOK OYeEpeab, Ha BENUKOM Npou3BeAeHWu [éTe,
X0TA 310 BpAag nv lérte. MocrtaHoeka [3supga MakeuMKapa ¢ gexkopauuamu Yapnb3a. 3asapaca,
KOCTIOMamMu Bpuaskut PaiidpdeHwuTyans M BEnUKonenHbiM ocBeweHem Mayng. KoHctebns,
YAWBUTENbHO HAaNOMWHAET O BpemeHW eé co3zaaHwa B 1859 roay. MOMET 3T0 M BbicOKON0O6as
(paHLy3CKas NaHTOMKWMa, HO MHOMME CueHbl 04eHb 3(pdeKTHbl, U [YHO CO3AAET OTAMYHYIO
OPKEeCTPOBKY C NPEKpPacHOW MeNoAMYECKOW NUHMEN.

Mocne Toro, kak OmuTpuii XBopocToBckuid cnen “Avant de quitter ces lieux” Bo BTOpOM aKTe,
nybnuKka BTOPOro NpeacTaBAeHWA pPaspaswuaack annoavCMeHTamMu, v Hac nobanosanu
BENUKONENHBIM NeHWem 3BE3gHoro cocTaea. Mocne HeybeAMTENLHOrO Ha4Yana B KadvecTse
NOYTEHHOMO aKkagemuka ButTopuo Mpurono nen or ‘BCEro.cepaua, Kak OMMBLUKMIA DaycT, K
6YKBaNbHO BLICKOYMA HA CUEHY B KOHLE Ha NOKAOHbIL Ero u3awHaa Maprapurta, bonblue noxokas
Ha AebloTaHTKY apucToKkpaTMYeckoro Bana, Yem Ha [OEPEBEHCKY AEBYLIKY B 3TOR onepe, Bbina
CTMNLHO ChirpaHa M AMPUYECKM cneTa AHgenon leopruy. [o6aBbTe K 3TOMy NpeKpacHblili ronoc
Muwens flozse B MyKCKOW ponu 3ubens,u apyrve akTEpbl BEAMKONENHO WCNONHWUAKM BOKaNbHbIE
napTuu, 3amedatensHo obbeguHEHHbIe PeHe Mane B ponu Besgecywero Meductodens, ero ronoc
M NPUCYTCTBUME HA CUEHEe NpUAABaAu rpaHAMO3HYK rnyBuHY BCEMY CNEKTako.

OvpwxupoBanue 3eenuHo [lMao, NpUaano myssvike N'YHO UMEHHO TO, YTO €A HYMHO, U eCNK
CUEHUYECKOE AEHCTBME. HEMHOFO MENoApPaMaTUHHO... YTO H, 3TO M eCTb 3Ta onepa, Ho BCé
NpeacTaBNEHUE BWM3YANbLHO NPWUBAEKATENILHO WM BOKaNbHO NPEBOCXOAHO.

CnekTaknM npodgaKatca Ao 10 oKTABPA, XOTA M C M3MEHEHWAMKM WCNOAHWTENEW ponei MaprapuTbl
1 BaneHTuHa B HEKOTOpbIX Bonee NO3AHWX NPeACTaBAEHWAX.
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