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At Schubert Club, baritone
Dmitri Hvorostovsky
brought both glitter and gold

In a Schubert Club recital, Dmitri Hvorostovsky showed off his
good looks as well as his vocal artistry.
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Seldom — if ever — has the Schubert Club presented a performer of serious intent and
demeanor who also has been one of People magazine’s “50 most beautiful people.”

It was some years ago — 1991 — that the Siberian-born lyric baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky
was given that title. And yet, judging by his engaging performance at St. Paul’s Ordway
Center Monday night, the final recital this season in the Schubert Club’s International Artist
Series, one would have to say that Hvorostovsky has aged gracefully. At 51, he remains a
handsome and charismatic presence onstage. With his flowing shoulder-length gray-blond
hair, sequined collar and shirt open at the neck, revealing one or two gold medallions,
Hvorostovsky looked like he belonged on the cover of a Harlequin romance novel or maybe
subbing in Vegas for Wayne Newton.

And yet, beneath all that glitter breathes the soul of an artist, and if anything, Hvorostovsky’s
vocal artistry has deepened over the years. He’s one of the few top stars of the opera world
who is equally at home on the concert — or recital — stage. And he retains his trademarks —
the sensuous timbre, the seamless legato and the superb breath control, qualities some may
remember from his prior Schubert Club recital, in 1999. But he seemed this time, in what
was a mostly Russian program, to be eager to probe ever more deeply the meanings and
moods and colors of the songs he sang and to present each one as a dramatic scene. His
emotional grasp of the material was absolutely secure.

In addition to which, it was an unusual and sophisticated program: songs by Tchaikovsky,
Rachmaninoff, Liszt and Nicholas Medtner, a Russian who spent most of his adult years
outside his native land. As well known as the first three are, their songs are seldom
performed.

The Rachmaninoff set of five, with their serpentine melodies, including the familiar “Lilacs,”
was one of the evening’s special rewards, as were the brilliant and touching songs by
Medtner, a sadly forgotten composer whom Rachmaninoff championed and whose intricate
piano parts were deftly played by Hvorostovsky’s sensitive accompanist — collaborator,
really — Ivari Ilja.

Liszt was represented by two of the Three Songs of Petrarch, later re-fashioned by the
composer into the better-known piano pieces of the same name. Hvorostovsky caressed
their phrases with consummate delicacy and, as the evening wore on, made all these songs —
so full of yearning and sadness — come alive and speak.

The audience Monday night — a sold-out crowd — was strange: applauding nervously at odd
times during rather than at the end of sets and on occasion bursting into scattered applause
before a song was over. At first, Hvorostovsky seemed shaken by these intrusions. Then, in
the manner of a recreation director on a cruise ship, he began to acknowledge the ill-timed
outbursts as if they were stunts.



The Schubert Club, it should be noted, provided especially clear and thoughtful notes and
translations for the songs in the program book.

Michael Anthony writes about music.

B IIly6epT Kiyoe OGapuToH
JAvMurpunn XBOpPOCTOBCKUU
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Bo Bpems cosibHOTO KOHIepta B IllyOept KirybGe JImMuTpuit
XBOPOCTOBCKUI TPOJEMOHCTPHUPOBAJT KaK CBOIO KPacCoTy, TaK U
BOKaJIbHOE MacCTepPCTBO.

Penxo - ecsiu BooOIIe korma- 6o - Ilybept Kity0 mpencTaBisi HUCIIOTHUTENS CEPhE3HBIX
TIPOMBBE/IEHUI U PEIyTaIii, KOTOPbIN ObUT Ha3BaH KypHasioM “People” omaum u3 “50
CaMBbIX KPACHBBIX JIOJIEN .

MHoro Jier Has3aj - B 1991 TOAy - 5TO 3BaHUE ObLIO MPHUCBOEHO CUOMPCKOMY JIMPHUUYECKOMY
6apurony JImuTtpuio XBOpocTOBCKOMY. M1 BCE 3Ke, Cy/isl IO €ro 3aXBaThIBAIOIIEMY COJIBHOMY
koH1epty B St. Paul’s Ordway Center B HOHeZe/IbBHUK B€YEPOM, TIOCJIETHEMY B 3TOM CE30HE
B cepun IllyGept Kinyba “MupOBBIE HCIIOTHUTENTN , MOKHO OBLIO OBI CKa3aTh, UTO
XBOPOCTOBCKHMH TPAIFO3HO TOcTapesl. B 51 roj; OH mo-mpekHeMy KpacWUB U XapU3MaTUUYeH
Ha creHe. C cempIMU BOJIOCAMU JI0 TUI€Y, PACHIUTHIM OJIECTKAMHU U PACCTETHYTHIM BOPOTOM
PyOaIllKH, OTKPHIBAIOIIIAM OJIMH WJIN JIBa 30JIOTHIX MeNaIbOHA, XBOPOCTOBCKHI BBITJISIEI
Kak Ha OOJIOJKKe JIIOOOBHOTO pPOMaHa HJIM, MOXKeT ObITh, B Berace Bmecro YaiiHa HbloToHa
(aMepUKaHCKHH TOM-TIEBEll, MHOTO JIET BBICTYIIABIIINK B POCKOIIHBIX Ka3uHO Jlac-Beraca).

W BCE ke moA BceM 3TUM OJIECKOM JIBIIIUT JyIIa apTHCTA, BO BCAKOM CJIydae, BOKAJIBHOE
MacTepCTBO XBOPOCTOBCKOTO € TofilaMu cTajio Iydke. OH OAMH U3 HEMHOTUX BeIyIIHX
3BE3]T OIEPBI, KTO XOPOIIIO0 YyBCTBYeT cebs HAa KOHIEPTHOU IUIomianke. I oH coxpaHseT
cBou (pUPMeEHHBIE YEePTHI - YYBCTBEHHBI TeMOD, IUIAaBHOE JIETaTO M IPEBOCXOJTHBIN
KOHTPOJIb JIbIXaHUsA, YTO HEKOTOPble MOTYT IIOMHUTH II0 €ro IpPeAbIIyleMy KOHIEPTY B
[ITy6ept Kiry6e B 1999 romy. Ho B 3TOT pa3 B OCHOBHOM B PYCCKOW ITPOrpaMMe OH,



Ka3aJI0Ch, CTDEMIJICS €Il€ TJIyO’Ke IMPOHUKHYTh B CMBICJIbI, HACTPOEHUS U OTTEHKU
POMAaHCOB, KOTOPBIE IIeJI, U MPEICTABUTh KAKABIA U3 HUX KakK JpaMaTHUecKyio ciieHy. Ero
SMOIIMOHAJIBHOE BOCIIPUATHE Marepuasia ObUIO abCOIOTHO yOeIUTeTbHBIM.

Kpome TOro, 3170 6BLIa HEOOBIUHAA U CJIOKHAS IIPOrpamMMa: poMaHChl YalKOBCKOTO,
PaxmanuHoBa, JIucta u Hukosas MeTHepa, pycCKOTo, KOTOPBIN OOJIBIILYIO YaCTh CBOEH
B3POCJION JKU3HH IPOBEN 3a mpefesamu Pogunel. [lepBbie Tpy KOMIIO3UTOpPA XOPOIIO
M3BECTHBI, HO UX POMAHCBHI PEAKO HCIOJIHSINCH .

IIate pomancoB PaxmMaHMHOBA ¢ MX NETVIAIIMMU MeJIOAUAMU, BKIIOYasd 3HAKOMYIO
“CupeHp’, CTAJII OTHIM W3 OCOOBIX TIOJJAPKOB Beuepa, KaK U OJIECTSAINE U TPOraTeIbHbIE
mmecHu MeTHepa, K COKaJIeHUI0, 3a0bITOI0 KOMIIO3UTOPa, KOTOPOT'O MPOJIBUTall PaXxMaHUHOB,
U YbM 3aMbICJIOBaThle (DOpPTENMAHHBIE MAPTUU UCKYCHO HCIIOIHSI YYTKUM aKKOMIIAHUATOP
— HACTOAITUU COaBTOP XBOPOCTOBCKOro — MiBapu Mius.

Jlucr 6bU1 mpezicraBiieH ABymMA u3 Tpéx Ilecen Ha cioBa Ilerpapku, mos:xe
nepepaboTaHHBIX KOMIIO3UTOPOM B OoJiee M3BeCTHbIe ()OPTENHAHHBIE ITHECHI C TEM K€
Ha3BaHHEM. XBOPOCTOBCKUU WCIIOJIHSUI UX C HEMPEB3OHIEHHOU JIEJTMKATHOCTHIO, U, TI0 Mepe
TOTO, KAK BeYep IOAXOJWI K KOHILY, 3aCTaBJIsUI BCE STH IIECHH, IIOJIHbIE TOCKU U IEYaJIH,
OKUBATh U TOBOPHTb.

[TyGsrika B HEperoJIHEHHOM 3aJie B TIOHEJEbHUK BEYepOM BeJia ce0si CTPaHHO: HEPBHO
arIo/IMpOBayia BO BpeMs, a He B KOHIIE IMKJIOB, 3 MHOT/A Pa3pa’kayiach PEIKUMU
aTUIOZIICMEHTAMH €IIE JI0 TOTO, KaK POMaHC 3akaHumBaIcA. [ToHauamy XBOpOCTOBCKUH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, ObL/I TIOTPSICEH TAaKUMU TIOMEXaMH. 3aTeM OH, KAK OPraHHU3aTOp pa3BJIEYEeHHI Ha
KPYU3HOM JIaiiHepe, HayaJl BOCIIPUHUMATh HEyMECTHBIE aIlJIOIUCMEHTHI KaK TPIOKH.

Hago 3ameruts, uro IllyGept Kiry6 B mporpaMmKax IMPeIOCTaBUJI OYEHDb UETKHUE U
MIpOAYMaHHble KOMMEHTAapHUH U IIE€PEBOBI TECEH.

ITepeBon c anrymiickoro Harambu TumodeeBoit
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Bo Bpems cospHOro kouunepra B Illybepr KiydewJlmutpuii
XBOPOCTOBCKUH IIPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAJ Kak EBOW-KpacoTy, Tak U
BOK&JIbHOE MacCTepCTBO.

Penxo - ecsin BooOme xorna- mbo - Hlybepr KmyBampegerasnan HCOJIHATENA CEPhESHBIX
MPOMBBEJIEHHI U PeIyTaliu, KOTOPhIH ObLJI HABBAH sKypHATIOM “People” opHum uz “50
CaMbBIX KPACHBBIX JOOZe”.

Muoro Jier Hazaz - B 1991 rofly - 910 3BaHHe ObLJIO NPUCBOEHO CHOMPCKOMY JIMPHYECKOMY
Gapurony JImurpuio XBopocrosckomy. M Be€ ke, Cy/iAd 10 €ro 3axBaThIBAIOIIEMY COJBHOMY
koHnepty B St. Paul’s Ordway Center B MOHEIENBHHK BEYEPOM, MOCTETHEMY B 5TOM CE30HE
B cepun Illybepr Kayba “MupOBBIE WEHOIHHTEH”, MOKHO OBLIO ObI CKA3aTh, UTO
XBOPOCTOBCKHIT TPAIMO3HO NOCTAPEN. B 51 1o/l OH MO-NpeKHeMY KPacHB M XapU3MaTH4YeH
Ha cuese. C celbIMH BOJIOCAMHE [10) TUIeY, PACIINTEIM OJIECTKAMH M PACCTETHYTBIM BOPOTOM
pyDaIIky, OTKPHIBAIOINKUM OTHH WJIH JIBA 30JIOTHIX MeIAThOHA, XBOPOCTOBCKMIT BBHITJIAIEN
kak Ha objiokke MOOOBHOrO poMaHa WM, MOxeT ObiTh, B Berace Bmecro ¥aiina Heiotona
(aMepHUKaHCKUH [IOII-HeBell, MHOTO JIET BBICTYHABIIHMI B POCKOIIHBLIX KazuHo Jlac-Beraca).

W Beé ke 10JT BCeM. HTUM OIeCKOM JIBILIHT JIyIia APTHCTA, BO BCAKOM CJIy4ae, BOKAIbLHOE
Macrepereo. XBopocToBCKOIO ¢ rojamMu craio riydxke, OH OJUH M3 HEMHOTHX BeJIyLLHX
3BE3/T QUEPBI, KTO XOPOLIO YyBCTBYeT celsi Ha KOHIEPTHOH miomazake. 1 oH coxpaHser
CBOHM “(DMPMEHHbBIE YePTHI - YYBCTBEHHBIH TeMOp, IJIaBHOE JIeraTo M TPEBOCKOHBIN
KOHTPOJIb JIBIXAHUA, YTO HEKOTOPbIe MOTYT IOMHHTbL 110 ero MpeibiAyiieMy KOHUEpTY B
IlIybepr Kinybe B 1999 rogy. Ho B aToT pa3 B OCHOBHOM B PYCCKOH IpOrpaMme OH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, CTPEMIJICA ellé ryDske MPOHHUKHYTh B CMBIC/IBI, HACTPOEHHA H OTTEHKH
POMaHCOB, KOTOPbIE TIeJI, U TIPENCTABUTh KAKIBI W3 HUX Kak JpaMaTHYecKylo cieHy. Ero
3MOIMOHAJIBHOE BOCIPUATHE MarepHaia O0bU1o abcoMoTHO YOeaUTeIbHbIM.
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Kpome Toro, 310 Opiia HeOObIMHAA U CIOKHASA TNPOTPaAMMa: poMaHchl Yaikosekoro,
PaxmannHoBa, JIncrta 1 Huxonaa MerHepa, pyeckoro, KOTOPbIi GOJBIIYIO YacTh CBOSH
B3POWIOH KHU3HU NPOBEN 3a npegenamu Poguuer [lepBble TPH KOMIIO3UTOPA™XOPOILO
UBBECTHBI, HO UX POMAHCHI PEJIKO HCIIOJHSINCD .

Ilsre poMancoB PaxMaHMHOBA ¢ UX HETISIOMMMHE MENOAUAMH, BKIIOHAA 3HAKOMYIO
“Cupenn”, crasii OJHUM K3 0CODBIX IOAAPKOB BEYepa, Kak U OJiecrdllpe W TPOTaTeIbHbIe
necHn MeTHepa, K COKasieHHI0, 3aDBITOT0 KOMIIO3HTOPA, KOTOPOFQ TIPO/IBUrasl PaxMaHHHOB,
U YbM 3aMBICJIOBATHIE (DOPTETMAHHBIE TTAPTHH MCKYCHO MCIIOJIHSUL YYTKHH aKKOMIAHMATOP
— HACTOALUIA coaBTop XBOPOCTOBCKOTO — MBapu Moimsi,

JIlucr 6but npencrasnen Byma s Tpéx Ilecen Ha eioBa TerpapkH, mosxke
nepepaboTaHHBIX KOMIIO3UTOPOM B GoJiee M3BecTHbIe (DOPTEIHAHHBIE IheChl ¢ TeM JKe
HazBaHUeM. XBOPOCTOBCKHIT MCIIOMHSAJ UX ¢ HEIPeB30H/eHHON JIeTUKATHOCTHIO, U, TI0 MEpe
TOTO, KAK BeYep NMOAXOAHJI K KOHILY, 3aCTABJIA \BCE 3TH IIeCHM, [IOJIHBIE TOCKH H TIeYaH,
OKMBATH U TOBOPHTH.

IlyG1MKa B HEPEeNoJIHeHHOM 3aJie B, HQHEJEILHUK BeuepoM Besia cebd CTPaHHO: HePEHO
AIUVIOMPOBAIA BO BPeMs, 4 He B KOHIE IMKJIOR, 3 WHOIZA Paspakaiach PEeRKHMH
ATUIOJIMCMEHTAMH ellé /10 TOTO, Kak poMaHe 3akaHuupajics, [lonavany XBOPOCTOBCKHA,
Ka3aJ10ch, ObLI MOTPACEH TAKHMH TOMeXaMH, 3aTeM OH, KAK OPraHH3arop pasBjedeHui Ha
KPYM3HOM JIalHepe, Haddl BOCIPMHUMATH HEYMECTHBbIE aIUIOIMCMEHThI KaK TPIOKH.

Hamo sameruts, uto IlyGepr Kinyb B nporpaMMikax NpefiocTaBAII OYeHb UETKHEe U
TIPOJyMaHHBIE KOMMEHTAPHH H TEPEeBOAbl TIeCeH.

Tlepepdg, c anrmmiickom H. Tumodeenoii



