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At the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts, April 25 

They were billed as Trio Magnifico — and magnificent they surely were. 

Soprano Anna Netrebko, tenor (and husband) Yusif Eyvazov and baritone Dmitri 
Hvorostovsky teamed up to treat Toronto to a one-night-only special of operatic works, 
with a heavy focus on Russian repertoire. This concert was something of a miracle, with 
heft, heart and plenty of soul. 

The main miracle was, of course, the triumphant return of Hvorostovsky to the stage 
following his announcement last December that he would be withdrawing from staged 
opera productions “for the foreseeable future,” having been diagnosed with a brain 
tumour in 2015. 

Given a hero’s welcome as he walked onstage (following a dramatic opening by the 

Canadian Opera Company Orchestra of Verdi’s overture to La forza del destino), the 

black-clad Hvorostovsky delivered a blistering performance of an aria from Anton 

Rubinstein’s rarely performed opera The Demon, before going on to perform five more 

works, including a thunderous aria from Verdi’s Rigoletto as well as a rousing encore.  

For her part, the soprano, fashionably attired in a billowing turquoise gown for the first 

half and a sparkling champagne number in the second, seemed to redefine the whole 

concept of a diva through her performance. Not only was she confident and comfortable 

with her material (which touched on the great verismo parts she explores on her latest 

album), but she was eminently watchable, generous in voice and presence (at various 

points she would move to either end of the stage, using her whole body to act out 

scenes), and seemed truly moved by the hearty applause showered on her by the 

enthusiastic crowd. 

Netrebko’s performance of the famous “Song to the Moon” from Dvorak’s Rusalka was 

filled with the kind of luscious tone you might expect, but also had a clean, crystalline 

quality that was clearly evidenced in her upper register — already shown off to stunning 

effect in the aria “Un bel di vedremo” from Puccini’s Madama Butterfly. 

Eyvazov’s performances of works by Cilea, Tchaikovsky and Puccini demonstrated a 
thrilling dramatic tenor with exquisite control, a quality clearly on display during a 
heartfelt rendering of the famous “Vesti la giubba” from Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci. 
Eyvazov carefully modulated each syllable, watchfully working with conductor Jader 
Bignamini to ride the crest of the work to its emotional conclusion. 

The evening itself closed with Hvorostovsky and Netrebko performing a gripping 
rendition of the final scene from Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin. 
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