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At the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts, April 25
They were billed as Trio Magnifico — and magnificent they surely were.

Soprano Anna Netrebko, tenor (and husband) Yusif Eyvazov and baritone Dmitri
Hvorostovsky teamed up to treat Toronto to a one-night-only special of operatic works,
with a heavy focus on Russian repertoire. This concert was something of a miracle, with
heft, heart and plenty of soul.

The main miracle was, of course, the triumphant return of Hvorostovsky to the stage
following his announcement last December that he would be withdrawing from staged
opera productions “for the foreseeable future,” having been diagnosed with a brain
tumour in 2015.

Given a hero’s welcome as he walked onstage (following a dramatic opening by the
Canadian Opera Company Orchestra of Verdi’s overture to La forza del destino), the
black-clad Hvorostovsky delivered a blistering performance of an aria from Anton
Rubinstein’s rarely performed opera The Demon, before going on to perform five more
works, including a thunderous aria from Verdi’s Rigoletto as well as a rousing encore.

For her part, the soprano, fashionably attired in a billowing turquoise gown for the first
half and a sparkling champagne number in the second, seemed to redefine the whole
concept of a diva through her performance. Not only was she confident and comfortable
with her material (which touched on the great verismo parts she explores on her latest
album), but she was eminently watchable, generous in voice and presence (at various
points she would move to either end of the stage, using her whole body to act out
scenes), and seemed truly moved by the hearty applause showered on her by the
enthusiastic crowd.

Netrebko’s performance of the famous “Song to the Moon” from Dvorak’s Rusalka was
filled with the kind of luscious tone you might expect, but also had a clean, crystalline
quality that was clearly evidenced in her upper register — already shown off to stunning
effect in the aria “Un bel di vedremo” from Puccini’s Madama Butterfly.

Eyvazov’s performances of works by Cilea, Tchaikovsky and Puccini demonstrated a
thrilling dramatic tenor with exquisite control, a quality clearly on display during a
heartfelt rendering of the famous “Vesti la giubba” from Leoncavallo’s Pagliacci.
Eyvazov carefully modulated each syllable, watchfully working with conductor Jader
Bignamini to ride the crest of the work to its emotional conclusion.

The evening itself closed with Hvorostovsky and Netrebko performing a gripping
rendition of the final scene from Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin.
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Trio Magnifico onpasgbiBaeTt cBoe Ha3BaHue: 0630p

B LleHTpe MCNONHMTENBCKWMX WMCKyCCTB Four Seasons, 25 anpens.
OHKn Bblnv 0BbABAEHbI Kak Tpuo Magnifico — M OHM, HECOMHEHHO, BbINM BEAMKONENHBI.

ConpaHo AHHa Hetpebko, TeHop (u eé myw) HOcud SieBazoe v BaputoH OMUTPHIA XBOPOCTOBCKMIA 00bLEAMHWAMCE
TONBKO HA OAWH Bedep, 4Tobbl NobanoBaTk TOPOHTO CREUMANbHbIM COBPAHMEM ONEPHBIX COMMHEHWIA C CHUALHBIM
AHUEHTOM Ha pYCCHMIA penepTyap. 3TOT KOHUEPT Bbin YeM-TO BPOAE 4yAa, CUYBCTEOM, CEpALemM 1 DBOoAbLOoH
OYLWONM.

[NaBHLIM Yy40M CTAN0, KOHEYHO, TpUyMbaNbHOE BO3BPALWWEHWE HA CUEHY XBOPOCTOBCKOrO NOCAE TOMO, HaK B
aexabpe npownoro roga oH obwAsun, 4To “8 obospumom Byaywem” OTKAMETCA OT YYHaCTMA B OMNEpPHBIX
NOCTaHOBKAX, NOCKONbKY B 2015 rogy y Hero AWarHoCTMpPOBaNnM ONyxonb rONCBHOrD mMosra.

Nocne sdpdexTHOW yBEpTIOPbl M3 onepbl Bepau «Cuna cyapbbi» B WCNonHEHWKW. Opkectpa KaHaAckoil onepHoi
TpynNnel Ny6GAKMKa YCTPOWMANA BbilWeAlWEMY HA CLEHY rNaBHOMY repolo BeYepa paaywHbid npuém. OaeTelid B YépHoe
XBOPOCTOBCKWIA BAMCTATENBHO NPEACTABMA APMI0 W3 PEAKO WCNOMAHAEMOR Onepebl AHToHa PyBuHwreitHa "Jemon”,
a 3aTem ewWe NATb NPOM3BEAEHWMIA, BKNIOYAA COKPYLWMTENLHYIO apKI0 W3 "PUronetro” Bepau M 3amMraTensHbIid
ouc.

B CBOW O4Yepefb, CONPaHO, B CTHUABHOM passeBawowemca OGMpIO30BOM NAaTee B NEpPBOA NONOBHMHE W BaecTAwEem
HapAge LUBeTa WamnaHe BO BTOPOMW, Ka3aNoCh, MAMEHKMNA BCK KOHLENULMIO OMBbI CBOMM BbICTYNneHUem. OHa He
TOMBKO YYBCTBOBana cebr ysepeHHO W KomdoOpTHO B CBOEM MaTepuane (KOTOpblid KacancA eenukux obpasyos
VErismo, NPeACTaBUNEHHBIE Ha & NOCNeAHEM AMCKE), HO W BblNa B BLICWEH CTENEHHW YBAEKATENBHOM, WEAPOH B
roNoce M aKkTEPCKOW Mrpe (Bo BpemA BbICTYN/IEHWA OHA cBoBOAHO ABMranack, PasbifPblBas CLEHbI), W, KA3aN10Ck,
AelcTBATENbHO BblNa TPOHYTA CEpAEYHLIMK ANNOAUCMEHTAMM, KOTOPbIE OBpYWWBaNK Ha Heé BOCTOPKEHHbIe
3pUTENH.

WcnonHenue HetpeBro sHamenutol “MecHn JlyHe” w3 "Pycanku” [Bopkaka Bbin0 HanoNHEHo He TONbKO BRoaHe
OMUAIEMONA CODNAZHMTENBHOW MHTOHALMWEHW, HO W YMCTBIM, KPUCTAbHBIM Ka4ecTBOM, YTO OTYETAMBO NPOABMAOCH B
BEDXHEM PErvcTpe, ¢ owenomaawwmum sddexkTom yHe NpoAeMOHCTPUPOBaHHbIM B apuu “Un bel di vedremo” wu3

"Mapam Batrepdnai” MyHqmHw.

WcnonHenue 3iiBasoBbIM. NPOM3BEAEHWIA Yunea, YalKoBCKOro W MNy4YHHW NOKA3ano ero Hak BOMHYKOWEro
ApamaTHYecKoro TeHopa C BOCXWMTHUTENBHbIM CaMOKOHTPONEM, KAYECTBO, NPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAHHOE WM BO Bpema
NPOHMKHOBEHHO IO, MCNOHEHWA 3HAMEHMTOM apum “Vesti la giubba” w3 "MaAues” fNleoHkaeanno. JiBa3oe
TIWATENBHO MOAYNWUPOBAN KaWAbIA CNOT, BHAMATENbHO paboTas ¢ AMPHMEPOM ANepom BUHbAMMHM, YTOGBI
NOAOATH K. HYNBMWHALMW NPOMIBEAEHMA A0 €ro IMOLMOHANBHOMO 3aBEpLIEHMA.

ITOT BEYep 3aBEPWMNCA NOTPACAKWER MHTepnpeTauueil XBopocToBcKMM W HeTpebro duHaneHOR cueHbl U3
"Egrenma OHernHa" YalKoBCKOrO.
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