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It was a return to the stage that some feared would never happen again.

Last year the beloved Russian baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky withdrew from staged opera —
including a run of “Eugene Onegin” performances at the Metropolitan Opera — because of a
brain tumor. When it opened without him, the soprano Anna Netrebko and the other members
of the cast held white roses during their ovations in tribute.

But Mr. Hvorostovsky made a surprise return to the Met on Sunday night, and his performance
became the emotional high point of an all-star gala concert — and the payoff of a plan that had
been quietly set in motion less than two weeks earlier.

It was Mr. Hvorostovsky’s success at an April 25 concert in Toronto — where he appeared
alongside Ms. Netrebko, his longtime friend — that led Peter Gelb, general manager of the Met,
to invite him to appear at the company’s gala celebrating its 50 years at Lincoln Center.

“The concert went very well, and a few days later I spoke with him when he was back in
London,” Mr. Gelb said. “He told me that his doctors encouraged him to keep singing, and that
every day he had been working out physically and singing every day, and he said he really
wanted to come to New York and be part of the gala.”

But the two men kept it quiet: Mr. Hvorostovsky’s health has been unpredictable, and he was
forced to cancel several recitals this year. “We agreed that we would keep it a surprise,” Mr. Gelb
said, “just to make sure that he really was going to be well enough to do it.”

No announcement was made, and Mr. Hvorostovsky’s name was not in the programs, though
rumors began to swirl in the gossipy opera world. Mr. Gelb asked his production team to
prepare a projection of Verdi’s “Rigoletto,” the opera Mr. Hvorostovsky planned to sing a
selection from. The orchestra was not told until a last-minute rehearsal on Sunday afternoon —
the loudspeaker that summons singers to the stage did not use his name — but when he strode
onto the stage for the run-through they applauded him wildly.

Jessica Phillips, a clarinet player, said that even musicians who were not performing the
“Rigoletto” aria crowded into the pit to pay their respects. “The orchestra has a lot of love for
him,” she said.

The gala audience was not let in on the secret until Mr. Gelb walked onstage on Sunday to make
the announcement in the middle of the concert. “It’s my honor to introduce one of the most
wonderful and greatest artists, who has defied all the odds and the gods to be here tonight,” he
said.
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Mr. Hvorostovsky, 54, strode out, squared his feet and bent over, suggesting Rigoletto, the
hunchback jester he was playing. Then he sang a searing, poignant “Cortigiani, vil razza
dannata.” When it was over the audience cheered him with a long standing ovation, which
continued as he blew kisses to the audience and touched his heart in gratitude.

CMoTpuUTe HEeOXXUAAHHOE BO3BpalleHue
Amutpumna XsOpOCTOBCKOIO B
MeTpononuTteH-onepa

Maitkn Kynep 8 man 2017 .

3To BbIND BO3BPALLEHME HA CLEHY, KOTOPOE, KK OM3canWck HEKOTOPbIE, HWKOTAA HE MpoW3oRaEeT.
B npownom rogy nOMMBIA pOCCMEACHMA BapuToH JMWTpUIA XBOpDOCTOBCKWMA OTKA3a/CA OT y4acTWA
B ONEepHLIX NOCTAHOBKAX —B TOM Ywucne oT "Eerenua OHerwHa" B MeTpononureH-onepa - u3-2a
onyxonW mo3ra. Korga onepa 3asepwunack He3 HEro, H3 NOKNOHBI COMPaHo AHHa HeTpebro u
OPYTMe 4NeHbl TPYNNbl BbilWAWM C BenbiMK poO3amu B 3HaH YBaMEHWA.

Ho rocnoguH XBOPOCTOBCKMIA HEOMWAAHHO BEPHYNCA B METPONOAMTEH B BOCKPECEHLE BEYEPOM, M
ero BLICTYNNEHWE CTAN0 3MOLWMOHANBHOW KyNbMMHALMeR rana-KoHUEpPTa © YHacTMem BCex 3BE3a—H
BOMAOLWEHHWEM NAaHa, KOTOPLIM BeIN TAHHO 33A4yMaH MeHee ABYX HeJeNk Ha3ag.

Ycnex rocnogMHa XBOPOCTOBCKOMO Ha KoHUepTe 25 anpena B, TOPOHTO, FOE OH BLICTYNaN BMECTE C
rocnoxoi HetpebBko, cBoeil gaeHeld nogpyrod, noByaun reHepansHoro guperTopa MeT MuTepa
Fenba npurnacute ero BLICTYNWMTE Ha rana-KOHUEPTE B 4ECTk 50-neTwA Komnaduu B JIMHKONBH-
LeHTpe.

"KOHUEpPT NpoWEn O4eHb XOPOLWD, M Yepe3 HEeCcKO/BKO. JHel A pa3roBapuBan C HUM, KOrAa OH
BepHyncA B floHgoH", - ckazan rocnoguH FenB. "OH CKazan mHe, 4TO Bpa4M COBETOBANM emy
NpogoMHaTe NeTh, H 4TO KamAbli OSHb OH TPEHWPOBAACA M NEen, U 4TO O4eHb XO4YeT NpuexaTb B
Heto-MOpK M NPUHATL y4aCTME B rana-Kouuepre™

Ho oba pepwanW 3TO B TalHe: 3A0POBLE TOCNOLMHE XBOPOCTOBCKOMO ObINO HEMPEACKAZYEMBIM, H B
3TOM rogy OH Obiln BbIHYMAEH OTMEHMTL HECKOMBHO CONBHBIX KOHUEPTOoB. "Mbl pewwnu, 4To 310
Byger ciopnpu3om”, - ckasan rocnogkd fenb, - "npocto YTobel yBeguTecA, 4TO OH AERCTBUTENLHO
Byper pocTatovHo Xopowo cebA YyBCTBOBATE, YTobwI Ccoenate 310",

Huuero He Gbino oOBABNEHD, W WMA XBOPOCTOBCKOMO He OBINO YHA3aHO B NMPOrpammax, XOTA B
MoBALLEM NOCNAETHM4ETE OMEPHOM MMWPE Ha4YanW Xo4WTbk Cnyxu. focnogud lenb nonpocwn ceow
KOMaHAY NogroToBMTe Npoekuui "Puronetto” Bepgwm, onepel, dparmeHT KOTOPOPA roOCNOgMH
XBOPOCTOBCKWA NN3HWPOBAN MCNOAHMTE. OpHecTpy He roeopunM of 3Tom A0 nocnegHei
PEMETULMW B BOCKPECEHLE AHEM - DEMPOAYKTOP, BLI3LIBAOWMA MEBLOB HA CUEHY, HE NPOM3HOCKA
ero MMEeHM, - HO. HOTAa OH BblWEN Ha CUeHy ANA NporoHa, emy BypHO annoavposany.
KnapHeTucTa Oxeccuka PMAnMnc pacckazana, 4To Aawe He WCNOAHABWMWE apui "Puronertto”
MY3bIKAHTE TONMNWAKMCE B AME, 4ToBbl BbIpa3uTe cBoé yeamenue. "Opkectp oYeHs nwbut ero", -
CKE3ana oHa.

3pWTENNW rana-kOHUEPTa HE DbIMKM NOCBALLEHLI B CEKPET, NOKa rocnoguH Menb He BeIWEN Ha CUEHY
B BOCKpPECEHBE B CEPEAMHE KOHUEPTa, 4Tobbl 06bABKTE: "[NA MeHA BonblWwas YecTe NpeacTaBuTh
OOHOTO M3 CamblX 33MEY3TENbHBIX M BENMKWX 3pTUCTOE, KOTOPLIA Bpocun Bei3oe cyawbe v Boram,
yTobsl BuITE 308CH CErOOHA BEMepom'.

54-neTHWA rocnoauWH XBOPOCTOBCKMA BhIWEN HAa CUEHY, PAcCTaBMB HOTH WM COTHYBLUMCE, W30Bpaman
Puronetto, wyta-ropbyHa. 3atem oH cnen npod3vTensHoe, ocTpoe "Cortigiani, vil razza dannata”.
Horna oH 33KOHYWA, 3PMTENK YCTPOMAM €My OBaLLMID, KOTOPaA MpOOO/MANECk, MOKa OH NOCLLAEN
nyBauKe BO3AYWHWE NOLENyW M NPUKAcancA K CBOEMY Cepauy B 3Hak GnarogapHocTw.
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