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Singer of the World. The Russian, Dmitri Hvorostovsky,‘

words by Jessica Duchen



B

0 one who saw the final of the 1989 Cardifi Singer of
the Warld competition could forget it After a Utanic
battle between two world-class baritones, one of them
scooped the 1op prize und the other took the Liedes
wize. The tespective winners were, of course, Dmitri
) Ivorastovky and Bryn Terfel. Their paths have, since
Canhiy, largely vdl\l'l),'.(‘ll Hvarostovsky has glided his sifken way 1o the
gop of the Verdi Ladder, while Terfel hus hita Wignerian jackpor as
o in the Roval Opera House's Doe Walkiie
) M think Bryn is finding his place as aoe of woday’s greatess
Wagnerian baritones,” Hyorostoesky says, ‘It's ironic that at the sone
tirn. he was simging Woran at Covent Garden thiis vear, 1 was doing
aletto there, something that went 4 good way towands mHiIhn,'_v. my
pen dream of becoming one of the op Verds buritones”
wl’ fst encounter all those vears ago was probably as
" prgettable for them as for the sudience. "We were both very
green’” Hyorostovsky smiles. ‘1 was slightly older than Beyn and 1'd
firendy won two miajor competitions, in Russia and France. By the
l.go! 1o Cardiff [ was unbelievably arrogant and ignorant and
gelit 1 was experienced. And I aever doubted thar | was going
= until 4 fow minutes before | hind to sing i the final, when
th Bryn singing full out and saw the audience’s reacaon
ghi, “Oh no! Well, 1 uight get third place,..” The trouble
i 1 didn's have a wil suit, 3o 'd horrowed money to bay mysell
inst the money [ expected 1'd get for winniug firse prize!
moment, | started 1o doubt myself for the first tme: Bryn
such a luxurions, beantiful yoice and phrased o beautifully thal
most kriocked e over, But | hoped thist Verdi was going 1o win
t, because | sang Rodrigo's death scene from Don Carlay, which
become my trademark a couple of years before. | really did hope
palel save me’ Tt did )
Did b and Tetfel get along? T could hardly get around in English
and Bryn spoke with s strong Welsh accent, so I couldn’t
ratand anything he id except dor Thi” and “bye'!’
- Since then, though, they've worked ""PP“»‘ together in Mozart,
fith Tetfel singing Figaro to Hyorustovsky's Count in The Marmage of
Blgarw i Salebiivg in 1995 = ‘Bryn ate me alive and spat me ol the

'l

born Hyvorostovsky langhs. Do BN
hese days, his tepertoire centes on Verdi. He'll be singing Renato
T bealls e maschors st Govent Garden in November and December:
o hie'll be mking on the title role in Smon Hoconnegra 1or the
‘ .?‘ e, What attracts him so strongly 10 Verdiz “Moat of ltis operas
p hased on clsssic phiys or stories by Hogo, Shiakespeare and <o on,
il Fve aliays fell£¢pls‘ affected by the herotsm and romanticism
{ the literature. :
' i amasing combination of siory, libretto and music. Aud the
s getiiy Evcryll;z g Veerdi wrote for the bagitone vaice i
cominrable foct. Verdi's cantilma is the bestin the
 ene If vocally, while the charactess are wlways

: %mplm. Hvarostoysky sy

Anather role he will be
bringing w Covent Garden
this season i the ttle role
in Tohuikovsky's Evgene
Onegen. To many,
Tivorostovsky looks the
perfect guti-hero Onegin -
handsome, cool, eniginatic

bot i will anly be the
second time he's sung it
at the ROH, and the first
strce 1993, “T'm sure it will
be different,’ he savs, ‘becanse U've
changed. Onegin won't be the young,
green boy any more — he'll be nol
just an older Onegin, but 3 more sour
Onegin. Cynical. maybe. Cr perhaps less .cymical! It depetids..

And while Terfel's output has included West End hits, Hsorostonsky
brunchied out int a crossover ficld of his own recently when he
toured Russie with o programme of war songs; performing fnt
veterans of the Second Wordd War, and 1elevised 10 an audience
of same 100 million

‘Soon ' going to do another tour with some cassic Soviet-era
sonugs,” he savs. 'L dan’t feel it's compromising to do this repertoire
as It's a Tide hike “classic pop’ —and I've achieved a level of popularity
that 1 could never have achioved in opesa slone”

But he seems unlikely 1o go head-tio-head with Terfel again. T quit
singing Don Giovannd,' he says, T want 10 stick wath the roles | identify
with. Someday I will sing Wolfram [in Tanuhduer], but my Wagnerian
singing may end there § coukl gever sing Wotan « it"s not my cup of
1ea. | am Brmn's admirer and 1 e cenuin so. it a safe distanee!” 8

The way they were:
Bryn (above) and
Dmitri (left) in 1989
at Cardilf Singer
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Yenosek, nobeausmnii bpuna Tepdenn

B 1989 roay asa masonssecTHeIX GapuToHa cpa3uwinck 3a 3Banue Kapiauddcekoro
[Teruia Mupa. ITobeaun poccuaaun JMuTpuii X BopOCTOBCKHIA. ..

Hukro n3 suaesmmx gunan konkypea Cardiff’ Singer of the World 1989 ropa ne eMosxker ero
3a0bITE. [locne THTAHHYeCKOH OHTBEI MCHTY TBYMA l'5&1|3'|'IT'I}I'Ia';ll!'-'lI’I MHPOBOTD KlIacca OJHH H3 HHX
B3I TJIaBHBI IpH3, a IpyToil - NpH3 3a HCMoJIHEHHE pOMaHCcoB. DTHMH mobeIHTeIAMH CTAIIH,
koHeqHo e, [IMmuTpuii Xeopoctoscknii u bpun Tepdens. [locne Kapaudda ux nym s
IHAYUTENLHON CTENeHH PazollIHCE. XBOPOCTORCKHH NMPOIOMKNI CROH TEPHUCTHIH MY Th K
pepuiniaM Bepay, a Tepdens copran parneporckuii ukeknot B ponu Borana s "Banekupun' B
Kopenr-I"apaene.

“JlyMaio, BpHH HAXOIUT CBOE MECTO OJTHOTO M3 BETHIANHNIMX BArHEPORCKHX OapHTOHOB
coBpeMeHHOCTH", - ToROpHT XBopocToBckii. "Hponna cyasOel B TOM, MTO B TO BpeMsd, KOT/I1a OH
nen Borana B I{GHEHT—TaanHe B 3TOM IOy, 8 HCIIOIHAI TaMm Puronerro, 8o crano marom
OCYIIECTBIICHHIO MOEH CODCTBEHHONH MEYTHI CTATh OJHHUM M3 JIYHIIKX BepIHeBcKHX DapHTOHOB".

Hx nepBasg BCTpeya MHOTO JIET Ha3ajl, BepoATHO, OblNa Takoil ie He3aObiBaeMoil 1A HHX, Kak 0
nns 3puteneii. "Mepi oba ObuTH 0denb 3enénpivu!" - yneibaeTed XBopocToBekHil. S Obin
HeMHOT o cTapuie bpHHa K yiKe BRIMIpall IBa KPYNHEIX KoHKypea, B Poccnn 1 ©pannnn. Ko
BpeMeHH croero npuesna B Kapandd a 660 HepeposaTHO cAMoHAIeA HHBIH U TEMHBIT | cunTan
cebs onbITHBEM. H 8 HHCKO/IBKO He coMHeBalICH, MT0 BRIMIPALO - 10 TeX [0p, [OKa 38 HECKOIIb KO
MUHYT 10 Moero (PHHAIBHOTO BhICTYIIICHHA He yelbimal, kak BpuH noér B nonueii roioc, u He
VBU/IEI peakliiio ayauropuy, 1 nogyMan: "O Hes! Hy, Momxer ObiTh, A 3aiiMy TpeThe MecTo..."
[1poGnema Obina B ToM, 9To ¥ MeHf He ObUTo (ppaka, u 4 3aHAN JeHeT, YToObl KYITHTL €10 B
HAEHKIC PACCUHTATEC A PH3OBLIMI 38 obe1y!”

"B ToT MOMEHT A BlepBbIg 3acoMHeBaNCH B ceDe: v bpuua ObL1 Takoll pockolIHEIH, KpacHBbI
rojloc, OH Tak KpacHBo fhpasHpoBall, 4To 3To 4yTh He cOnilo Mens ¢ Hor. Ho 8 najesncs
BeMIpaTs ¢ Bepau, moromy yuto cuena emepru Poapuro us " lona Kapnoca", koropyio s e, 3a
napy JIeT [0 3Toro erana Moell BH3HTHOI kapToukoii. S neficTBHTENbHO Haledc, 4TO 3T
crnacét Mena". Tak W eryaHnoch.

Jlagnnm i oun e Tepdenem? "Torna 1 ¢ TpyaoM ropopl no-aHrinuiickn, a y bpuua dein
CHIILHBIH BAIMIICKHH aKLCHT, TAK 4TO M3 TOI'O 4TO OH FOBOPHI A MOI IOHATE Tollbko "IpHBet”
H "moka"l"

C Tex nop, 0jiHaKO, 0OHH ycnemHo eMecte cnenu Monapra, Tepdens nen ®urapo, a
Xpopoctorckuii - ['pada B "Kenntebe @urapo” B 3anwubypre B 1995 roay - "bpun chen Mens
HHBLEM M BBIUIIOHYN!" - cMeéres cHOMPAK XBOPOCTOBCKHIT.

Ceiiuac B 1enrpe ero penepryapa Bepan. B noabpe-aexabpe on Oyaer ners Penato B "ban -
mackapane” B Kopenr-I'apaeHe; B crieytoneM rojly ElepBLIe HCMONHHT 3arNaBHYO MAPTHIO B
"Cumone bokkanerpa”. Yro tak cunwio npuenekaet ero B Bepan? "bonsmuHeTRo ero onep



OCHOBAHLBI Ha KJIACCHYCCKHX MBCCakx HIIH MPpOH3IBCOCHHAX l"mrﬂ, UJ'EKCITI'IIJ&, a4 Ha MCHA BCCriaa
riay0oKo BO3IelCTRORAI TEPOH3M H POMAHTHIM B THTepartype. "

"Dro yauBUTElBHOE codeTaHHe HCTopHH, THDpeTTo # My3siki. H My3bika rennansua. Beé
Hamcannoe Bepan 1 Gaputona kpackpo, yaobuo 0 nacanbHo. Bepauesckas KagTHIE Ha -
aydmas B MHpe. Tak 4To s MOTY Hac/IakIaThCA BOKAIOM, B TO BPEMA Kak NnepcoHake Beeria
APKHE H HENPOCTBIE", - TOBOPHT XBOPOCTOBCKHIA.

Ewmg oana poiik, B KOTOpo# OH BRICTYIIHT B 9TOM cesode B Kopenr-['apiaene - JarianuHas B
"Esrennn Ounernne” Haiikosckoro. [lnsa muorux XsopocToscknil - HieallbHbIl aHTHIepoil
OHerHH - KpacHBBIi, XIaHOKPORHEI, 3arafoqnelii, - Ho ¢ 1993 roga ol Beero JTHINE BTOPOI
pa3 noér eé B ROH. "YBepen, 3to Gyaer no-apyromMy, - FoBOPHT@H, = MOTOMY YTO 4 H3MEHHIICH,
Ownerun Gonbie He OyIeT MONIOIBIM 3eIEHBIM MallbYHKOM - OH OYIeT HE TOIBKO
MOB3IPOCIERIINM, HO 1 Donee MpadueiM. Boamoxkno, bosee nuamsabvM. BoamoxHo, Menee.
[TocmoTpum. ..

H Bro Bpemsa kak Teopuectio Tepdens BrIoOYaNo aHNIHACKHE XHThI, XBOPOCTOBCKHIH HEJaBHO
paciHpHI cobCTBEHHBI penepTyap, cOBEpPLIME TYPHE Mo PoccHu ¢ nporpaMMoii BOSHHBIX
neceH. Ero BelcTyIIeHH nepef BerepadaMi BTopoil MHpoBOI TpaHCIHPOBAIKCE 110
TENERHIACHHIKD U aYIHTOPHH OKOIIO lm MHINIHOHORB 4Y€I10BEK.

“Cropo 8 cobHpaloch COBEPUINTE EIUE OJHO TYPHE ¢ KIIAaCCHYeCKUMH 11eC HAMM COBETCKOM
IMOXH”, - TOBOPHT oH. “He cumTai, 9TO HOY Ha KOMIPOMHCC C 3THM PElepTyapoM, MOCKOIbEY
OH HEMHOTO MOX03K Ha "KIacCHYeCKYIO-MoNcy"” — ¢ HHM A JOCTHI TAKOro YPOBHA MOMYIAPHOCTH,
KOTOPOTO HHKOT/1a He cMOT OBIJI0CTHHE TOIRKO B onepe”.

Ho, noxoske, on spafl u ciopa Oy et conepunyats ¢ Tepdenem. A Gonsie ve noto [Jon
AKyana, - ropopHT OH, - 1 XOUY NPHIEPKHBATECH CBOMX poleil. Korpa-unbyas A cnoto
Bonepama (B "Tanreiizepe”), Ho Ha 3ToM MOE BArHEPOBCKOE MEHHE MOKET 3aKOHUYNTHCA. 51
HHUKOT 13 He CMory eneThb BoTaHa - 3To He Mo yanika 4ad. S noknonauk bpuna u Mory
ocraBaTkcd MM Ha BesonacHoM paccrosHum! ",

[leperoa ¢ anrmuincrora H Thmodeera



