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Conversation: Daffy Divas

By Rebecca Milzoff

Sassy soprano Sondra Radvanovsky and smoldering Siberian baritone Dmitri
Hvorostovsky—opera’s best friends forever—talk to Rebecca Milzoff.

It helps that they’re not romantically involved. Still, in the ego-inflated opera world,
Radvanovsky and Hvorostovsky are remarkably simpatico, and, what’s more,
refreshingly down-to-earth. Devotees of both will no doubt storm Carnegie Hall April 1,
their final stop of a North American tour.

How did the two of you meet?
S.R.: He met me first, and I was very un-nice, apparently.
D.H.: I saw Sondra singing in Il Trovatore at the Met, and I was so overwhelmed. I
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went backstage and showered her with compliments. And she was kind of ... cold. I
understand. Sometimes you feel your brains, your imagination is still onstage, and you
can’t communicate with anyone after the show.

S.R.: Dmitri didn’t know that he was my opera boyfriend! I was completely in love with
his voice. I was very shy, so I just said thank you and walked away, because I thought I
might start crying. And he thought I hated him!

You two are now close enough to—according to one story—share pants.
S.R.: Dmitri showed up to a photo shoot in jeans, thinking it was just going to be a
headshot. Now, Dmitri had a pair of pants I really liked that were my size, which is
embarrassing, but there you go, it’s out there. I had brought my tuxedo so I told him to
put those pants on. And I swear to you, I have not worn them since, because they look
better on him.

D.H.: The length was fine. They were very good to me.

Any other startling secrets you’d like to share?

S.R.: We are both goofballs. Every show of Trovatore, he’s done something to me
onstage.

D.H.: Anything, you know, to make her laugh in front of the audience.

S.R.: He blacked out a tooth. He painted a devil the size of a fist on his chest—and right
when I'm singing to him, he pulls his shirt open and shows it. I lost it.

D.H.: Eyeballs!

S.R.: Oh, yes, he drew eyeballs on his eyelids. I mean, seriously.

Your fans are quite rabid. Dmitri, you’re on a site called Barihunks, with
the nickname “the Siberian Hunky.” Sondra, you have a Canadian wine
named after you.

S.R.: Yes, but Dmitri has a frickin’ planet. You have to understand, he is like Britney
Spears in Russia. You are very, very famous.

D.H.: Scientists named the planet after me at the end of the nineties. [Fame] is a bit of a
problem. I do not dare walk outside alone in Moscow and St. Petersburg.

S.R.: When we went to Brighton Beach, a lady came up to my husband and asked, “Is
that Dmitri Hvorostovsky?” He said yes, and she started weeping and fell to her knees. I
kid you not. He is an icon.

Sondra Radvanovsky and Dmitri Hvorostovsky
Carnegie Hall.
April 1.
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Becena: CymacOpogHbIE 3BE3/IbI

Pedexwa Muacodidi

Jepikas conpano Conapa PaapanoBCKH H 3aKuraTeasHblii cuinpexnii 6aputon Imurpuii
Xpopocroscknii - hanIKHe onepHie Apy3bi - Gecenywor ¢ Pebexkoii Muacodd.

[Tomoraer oTCyTCTBHE ¥ HUX POMaHTHYECKHX OTHOIeHHH. O/iHaKo, B
OTIEPHOM MHpE, T/ie caMOMHeHHe pa3ayTo, PaasanoBcku 1 XBOPOCTOBCKHI
HeoOBIKHOBEHHO JIaIAT U, bojiee TOro, MpHATHO 00bIeHHbIe. [TOKIOHHUKH
oboux, HecoMHeHHO, 1 anpess OyayT mTypmosath KapHeru-xos, rjue
COCTOMTCA TOCTIE/IHAA OCTAHOBKA HX CEBEpOaMepPHKAHCKOTO TYpHe.

Kak BbI HO3HAKOMHJIHCH?

C.P.: OH nepeeIM O3HAKOMHJICS CO MHOH, H i, K&K BBIACHHJIOCH, OblIa He
O4YeHb IPHBETJIHBOMH.

I.X.: [ yeupen, kak Conzipa noét B "Tpybaaype” B MeTponosuTeH-onepa, 1
ObU1 oTpsiceH. f nmoiesn 3a KyJUchl M OCbINas ee KoMIUMMeHTaMu. Ho oHa
OBLI1a KaKOH-TO... Xo/104HOH. f monuMaw0. MHOT/1a 9yYBCTBYEIll L, UTO TBOH
MBICJIH, BOOOpaskeHHe BCE ellé Ha CIIeHe, H M0CJIe CIIEKTAKIIA He MOKelllb HH ¢
KeM 001maThes.

C.P.: /IMUTPHIi He 3HaJI, UTO OH OBLTT MOUM OTepHbIM Holi-hpeniom! A Obla
o yim smobiena B ero rogoc. f 6p171a oYeHb 3aCTeHYHBOH, TI09TOMY ITPOCTO
ckasasa "ciacubo" ¥ ViIUIa, TOTOMY 4YTO TIO/IyMaJia, 9T0 MOTY pacilakaThes. A
OH IOJAYMaJl, YT A ro HeHABHKY !

Tenephb BbL JOCTATOMHO OJIH3KH— YTOOBI — COTJIACHO OJHOM
HCTOPHH - 1eJIUTh OPIOKH.

C.P.: IMuTpuii npumésn Ha poToceccHio B JPKUHCAX, IyMas, 94To 3T0 OyaeT
npocto oTo rosiosel. Tak BoT, v JIMuTpus Obljia T1apa OPIOK, KOTOPbIE MHE
JeHCTBUTEILHO IOHPABWIMCE M OBUTH MOETo pa3Mepa, UTO CMYIIA€eT, HO BOT,
MOKAJIVHCTa, 3TO BeeM H3BecTHO. f B3sana ¢ coboH KOCTIOM, IIO3TOMY
MOTIPOCHJIA ero HajleTh 3TH Op1oku. M KIAHYCh, ¢ TeX 0P 5 X He HajleBasa,
IIOTOMY YTO Ha HEM OHH CMOTPATCA JIyUIIIe.

JI.X.: Jlnuna nogonia. OHH O 0ILIH MHe.



KaxuMu emé nopasuresibHbIMH CEKPeTaMHu Bbl MOKeTe
NOJAEeJMTHCA?

C.P.: Mu1 06a nypaunmesi. Ha kaxaom npezcrasiaenuu "Tpybaaypa” oH kak-
TO pa3bITrpblBaJl ME€HAA.

JA.X.: YTo yrogHo, 3Haere, 4ToObl 3aCTABUTh €€ PAaCCMeAThCs 1epe
nyOIuKOu.

C.P.: On 3akpacus yépHbIM cebe 3y6. HapucoBas Ha rpy/iu 4épra pa3Mepom ¢
KyJIaK - ¥ IPAMO B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/1a A 1010, pacnaxuBaet pyOalky 1
IoKasbiBaeT ero. f nonasiace.

J.X.: I'naza!

C.P.: O, na, oH HapuCcOBaJI IV1a3a Ha BekaXx. fI cepbhesHo.

Bauru noKJIOHHHMKH NPOcTo Genmenbie. IMUTPUIH, BbI HAXOAHTECH
Ha caure Barihunks nox nmenem "Cubupckuii kpacaBumk'.

Conjpa, B Bally 4YeCTh Ha3BaAHO KaHAJACKOE BUHO.

C.P.: ¥ ]Imurpus eué ects yétpona wianera. [lonnmaere, B Poccuu oH, kak
BputHu Cnimpce. O4eHb-04yeHb 3HAMEHUT.

J.X.: B KoHIIe Q0-X y4E€HBIE HadBaJIH B MOIO YecTh IiaHety. [ U3BecTHOCTS)] -
910 Hebonbias npobsema. f He OCMeIMBaIOCh BBIXO/UTh Ha YJIHILY B
onuHouKy B MockBe u.Cankt-IlerepOypre.

C.P.: Korjia mbl Obu1H Ha BpaldToH-buY, K MOeMy MY2Ky IOZ0LILIa OJIHA JlaMa
u cripocuia: "9ro Imutpuit Xsopocropekuit?". O orBeTHs "a", v oHa
3aphbljasia ¥ ynasja Ha koJjeHHu. ['oBopio cepbe€3Ho. OH - jiereHia.

Conapa PaaBanoBcku U /IMmuTpuii XBOPOCTOBCKHH

1 anipeJsisi, KapHeru-xoJui

Iepesoy ¢ anramiickoro H.Tumodeesa






