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Deep Baritone: Dmitri Hvorostovsky

By Alicia Zuckerman

Dmitri Hvorostovsky may be the opera world’s favorite baritone these days.
Sixteen years after he was catapulted to stardom by winning the Cardiff prize
at 26, the Siberian-born Londoner is now booked way into 2010. He’ll perform
a recital of Russian art songs Wednesday at Lincoln Center and appear next
week at Joseph Volpe’s Metropolitan Opera farewell gala. In a chat with Alicia
Zuckerman, he reflected on his image, his complex relationship with the
motherland, and an onstage flash of anger that almost turned ugly.

Can we talk about this business of people calling you a hunk all the
time?

The sex appeal is part of the package. My voice is sensual, too, and it is part of
my image and my character and my personality. It has something to do with a
little magic called the “significant presence,” or whatever. I'm very happy I've

been very gifted with looks and stuff.

Any negatives? Stalkers?

All of us have groupies, sex symbol or not. I've dealt with several, but I know
how to handle it. It’s fun to deal with groupies—you have to appreciate
people’s devotion, and I've learned how to see the best in people that do not
behave normally.

That showmanship seems to come to you naturally.

Once you draw the attention to yourself, you can smile, you can turn upside
down, you can do anything—you can read the newspaper, and people will love
it. Even five or six years ago, I wasn’t very much smiling. I don’t know—I
didn’t have many reasons to.

You’re Russian, after all ...

Sure. Ask Russian person, “Are you happy?” [Glowers] “Yeah, I am happy.”
It’s a revelation for a foreigner who visits for the first time. None of the people
smile at you at first sight. I was very much like that.
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Is it true that when you first left, you felt ashamed of being
Russian?

I was ashamed to see my compatriots overseas—you can sense them from a
distance. Most of them were very lost, unnatural, ignorant. Or I thought so.
Obviously, I was mistaken. I was very rude—first of all, to myself. I shouldn’t
have been ashamed, but the circumstances were mostly against me to start
with. You go to the airports, you stick your Russian passport out at an official,
and he treats you like a piece of shit. It wasn’t fun.

But you sing a lot of Russian music now—you’ve embraced it, even
made a CD of Soviet popular songs. What changed?

Well, first of all, I've gotten an English passport [laughs]. Also, I've grown up.
Everything came to me so suddenly, I was absolutely unprepared to deal with
it.

I heard about an incident when you thought someone was booing
you, and he turned out to be developmentally disabled.

That was in Milan. He was trying to shout “bis!”—“encore” in Italian. I was
going to go after him. My wife went directly to the stage to stop me. She said,
“Dima, he is disabled—he’s praising you.” She managed to calm me down. She
saved my reputation. I was absolutely in a state of madness, totally berserk. It
was the second or third encore; I was incredibly tired and overwhelmed—pure
nerves. You know, when you’ve reached the climax of your performance, you
become very, very vulnerable. Thank God she was around, otherwise
absolutely ridiculous things could’ve happened to my career.

But you must have encountered booing before. Is it a matter of ego?
No, but I'm self-critical. When you open your heart and your soul, if someone
boos you, it hurts you to death.

But fame doesn’t: I hear that you’ve considered doing
endorsements for brands like Rolex and Jaguar.

There have been talks. I have nothing against it, as long it pays well. The entire
life of my family depends on these two small vocal cords that can be stopped at
any moment.

At Avery Fisher Hall
May 17
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Inybokuii 6aputon: JIMmutpuii XBOPOCTOBCKUIA
Aaucus Hywepman

JmvuTpuii XBOPOCTOBCKHI B HAILIH JIHH, BO3MOKHO, ABIAETCA TH00OHMBIM OapHTOHOM
onepHoro Mupa. Criyers 16 et nocsie nobeaw: B Kapaudde B 26 et 1 crpeMUTEIBHOTO
B3JIETA Kapbepa JIOHJ0HIIA cMOHPCKOTo MPONUCX0AIeHHA paciljlaHMpoBaHa /10 2010
rojia. B cpejy oH BBICTYIIHT € COJILHBIM KOHIEPTOM PYCCKMX POMaHCOB B JIMHKOIbH-
LEHTPe, a Ha WIeAyIoNiel Hejesle NIPHMeT yuacTHe B MPOIaJbHOM rajla-KoHuepre
Jxoseda Boasne 8 Merpononurer-onepe. B becene ¢ Anmueneit Lykepman oH
pacckasaji 0 CBOEM MMHJIKe, CJIOKHBIX OTHOIIEHHUAX ¢ POJAMHOI M 0 BCIBIIIKe THEBA Ha
CIIEHe, YyTh He 00epHYyBIIeiica Help HATHOCTHIO.

Mo:keM JIH MBI IOTOBOPHTH O TOM, YTO JIK/H IIOCTOAHHO HA3BIBaT Bac
Kpacasiem?

CexcyanibHas IPHBJIEKATENIEHOCTE - 3TO 4acTh NakeTa. Mo ronoc 4yBCTBEHHEIH, H 5TO
HacTkE MOETrD HMHIH#A, MOS0 xapam‘epa H MDEf{ JIHYTHOCTH. ST[I KaK-TO CBA3AHO C
Hebo/IBIIHM BoJIeDCTBOM 11071 HazBaHHeM ""CHJIbHas Mpe3eHTalua”, HJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM
pojie. fl OUeHB CYACTIIME, YTO MHE IaHbl BHEIHOETE U BCE TAKOE [Ipouee.

Ecrs an oTpHIlaTe/bHbIe cTOpoHBI? IIlpecaenosaTenn?

¥ Kam10ro 13 HAC eCTh MOKI0OHHHKH, CEKC-CHMBOJIL OHH HJIM HeT. MHe NpHXoanioch
HMETE AeJI0 ¢ HECKOJIBEKHMH, HO H 3HaI0, KaK ¢ 3THM CIIPpaBHTRCH. HPHF[TH{] HMETE JeJ10 ¢
(panaTamu — HyKHO LeHUTE [P AAHHOCTD JII0/IeH, U A HayqWIcA BUJETh Jydllee B
JOJIAX, KOTOPBIE Be/yT celfl HE OBCEM HOPMAaJILHO.

Kasxkercs, moyMeHCTBO naéresa Bam ecrecTBeHHO.

Kak To/IbKO Bhl NPHBJIEKAeTE K ceDe BHUMaHHE, Bbl MOMKETE VIbIDATHCSA,
nepeBopauynBaThCA € HOP Ha FOJIOBY, [1€/IaTh YTO YTOAHO — YHTATh, HANPHUMED, raseTy, u
nybska OyaeT B Boctopre. Jlake naTh WIH HIECTh JIET HAa3aj, A He 04eHb-TO yabIbancs.
HegHawo — y MeHs Ob1JI0 HEMHOIO IPHYHH 18 YILIDOK,

B koHIle KOHIIOB, Bl ke pyccKkHii...
Bot umenHo. Cnpocure pycekoro: “Tei cuactimie?” (Cepawro emorput) “fla, s
CHACTIAME . DTO OTKPBITHE 1A HHOCTPAHILA, KOTOPBIH BIIepELIe npHeskaeT B Poceuio.

KasxceTes, yTo HUKTO He y/ibiDaeTcA npH nepBoi serpede. M a1 6611 HMEHHO TAKHM.

Ipasaa /1M, 4TO, KOI/la Bbl BIIEPBbIE YEXaH, BaM GbLJI0 CThIJIHO, YTO BbI
pycckmii?



MHe 6BUIO CTBIJTHO BHIETH CBOUX COOTEYECTBEHHUKOB 33 TPAHUIIEH — UX MOIKHO
MOYYBCTBOBATL HA PACCTOAHUH. BOJMBIIMHCTBO U3 HUX ObUIN O4eHb NOTEPAHHBIMH,
HeecTecTBeHHBIMH, HeBexecTBeHHBIMH, Mun a tax aymas. Ouesnjno, a oumbancs. A
OB OYeHb HeOTECAHHBIM — TIpesk/ie Beero, caM. Mue He cJIel0Basio CThIJIUTLCH, HO
obeToATENBCTRA ¢ CAMOro Havyasia ObUIM B OCHOBHOM NpoTHE MeHsA. [Ipueskaens B
A3PONOPT, MPOTATHEALIIE CROH POCCHHCKHH NMACIOPT YHHOBHHMKY, a 0H obpainaeTcs ¢
TOOOH KaK ¢ HeIOYMKOM. 9T0 OBLIO HENPHATHO.

Ho ceiiuac Bbl noére MHOTO pyccKOH My3bIKH - Bel npuHAIHN €€, namke
3aNMCaAH JIHCK C COBETCKHMH MOIYIAPHBIMH NecHAMH. YTo H3MEH IIoCh?

Hy, Bo-1IepBBIX, A TOJIYYHJI aHIVIHICKHI nacnopT (cmeértes). Kpome Tore, s
nor3apociesn. Bee npor3oinio co MHOH Tak BHE3alHo, yTo A Obu1 abeomoTHO He roToR
CIIPABHTHCA C 3THM.

A capnmaaa ob HHITHIEHTE, KOrJda BaM IIOKasaJd0oCh, 4T0 KTO-T0 BAC
OCBHCTBIEAET, 4 OKAZATOChH, YT(O OH YMCTECHHO OTCTAIBII.

370 npouszomo B Munane, Kro-1o nuitaica kpuknuyTs "bist" - "one" no-nransancku. S
cobupasnca pacnpasuThea ¢ HUM. Mos skeHa HaUPaABWIachk HPAMO K ClleHe, uTo0b
oCcTaHOBHTL MeHA. OHa ckasana: “/Iuma, on mHBaN KU — oH Teba xsamT . Eil yaanocs
YCnokouTh MeHA. OHa cnacia Mo peryraiui. f 6pu1 abcomoTHO B HEBMEHAeMOM
cocToaHuH, abcomoTHo Deaymen. ITo OBUT BTOPO#H MK TPeTHil BRIX0A Ha Ouc; A ObLI
HEBePOATHO YCTABIIIMM M 3aMYUYeHHEIM - Bech Ha Hepeax. 3HaeTe, JOCTUTHYB
KYJIbMHHAIIHH CBOETO BRICTYIUIEHHS, Thl CTAHOBHIIECH O4YeHb, O4eHb yA3BHMEIM, CJiaBa
bory, uro ona Ob1a pAOM, HHAYE ¢ MOEH Kapbepoi MOTIH Okl NPOM30HTH COBEPILEHHO
HEJIEIbIE BEIIH.

Ho BbI ke, HaBepHOe, Yike cTaIKHBAJIHCh paHbllle ¢ 3a0ykuBaHHEM. ITO
BONPOC camMonooua?

Her, s goctaTouso camokpurinyed. Korjia Bbl OTKPBIBaETe CBOE CEP/ILE U CBOIO JIVILY, a
KTO-TO OCBHCTBIBAET BAC, 3TO PAHUT /10 TJIYOHHBI IYIIIH.

Ho craBa 5TOX0 He eaeT: CJbIIAIA, YTO Bbl PACCMATPHBAIH BO3MOKHOCTh
y4acTHA B perjiaMe Takux OpeHaos kak Rolex u Jaguar.

Buiymn neperopopsl. Huvero He umeio MpoTHE, €CJIH 3TO X0POoLIo onjavnsaercd. Bes
HHU3HB MOEH CeMBH 3aBHCHT OT 3THX JIBYX MaJIeHEKHX I'OJIOCOBLIX CBA30K, KOTOPLIE
MOTYT OTKA3aTh B J11000H MOMEHT.
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