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Powerful Top Notes Paired With Theatrical Conviction

By Vivien Schweitzer
April 2, 2010

The best came last during a concert by the American soprano Sondra
Radvanovsky and the Siberian baritone Dmitri Hvorostovsky at Carnegie
Hall on Thursday evening.

Before her encore, Ms. Radvanovsky said that she would be leaving the next
day for Denver to perform her first “Tosca.” She offered a stunning “Vissi
d’arte,” wielding her gleaming, silvery voice to intensely expressive effect.
Mr. Hvorostovsky sang a gentle Russian folk song, “Farewell My Darling,
My Life,” with haunting beauty.



https://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/03/arts/music/03sondra.html

Dmitri Hvorostovsky and Sondra Radvanovsky were accompanied by the National Philharmonic at
Carnegie Hall on Thursday night.Credit...Daniel Barry for The New York Times

The two singers made a handsome pair, Mr. Hvorostovsky ever dashing
with his white mane and velvet tuxedo and Ms. Radvanovsky elegant in two
fitted gowns, the first black and the second bronze. They were accompanied
competently (if not always gracefully or precisely) by the National
Philharmonic, conducted by Marco Armiliato. The ensemble opened the
first half of the program with Mozart’s “Marriage of Figaro” Overture and
the second half with Verdi’s “Luisa Miller” Overture. They also played the
Intermezzo from Leoncavallo’s “Pagliacci” after intermission.

Ms. Radvanovsky sounded luminous throughout the evening, which
included a lovely rendition of “Song to the Moon” from Dvorak’s “Rusalka.”
In another of the evening’s highlights, she vividly displayed her powerful
top notes and nuanced vibrato in a heartfelt interpretation of “Morro, ma
prima in grazia,” from Act III Scene 1 of Verdi’s “Ballo in Maschera.”

Performing with her in that scene and in “Favella il Doge” from Verdi’s
“Simon Boccanegra,” Mr. Hvorostovsky sang with theatrical conviction, but
his smoky, alluringly smooth voice at times sounded muffled and lacked
heft, especially next to Ms. Radvanovsky’s clear, soaring soprano. Mr.
Hvorostovsky also offered “Resta immobile” from Rossini’s “William Tell”
and “Oh de’ verd’anni miei” from Verdi’s “Ernani,” delivering the final line
with dramatic force.

The concert finished on a fiery note, with an impassioned rendition of the
final scene from Tchaikovsky’s “Eugene Onegin.”
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Jlyumas yacTs KOHLepTa aMepHKaHckoil conpano Conjpel PaasaHoBekH B cHOHpCKoro
Oapurona [IMurpus XeopocTtosekoro B KapHern-xoue B yeTBepr BeyepoM Oblla B KoHILLE.

[Tepen BhixooM Ha 6uc rocnoxka PaasaHoBckH cKazana, 4To 3aBTpa oHa yenkaer B [leHBep Ha
ceoro nepeyio “Tocky”. CeouM cBepkalolIMM cepeOpHCTEIM ro/locoM HeoORIKHOBEHHO
BRIPA3HTENLHO OHA HCIOIHKIA noTpacatonlyto “Visst d’arte”. C zasopaxusatonieli kpacoroil
rociio/iHH XBOPOCTOBCKHIT cllell HeXHYI0 pyceKyo HapojiHyw necHo “[lpowail, patocts,
HHIHE Most ™.

OTH J1Ba NeBlla COCTABHIIN KPACHBYIO [apy: I'ocno/iMH XBopocTOBCKHIi, Kak Beer/la, Lerosl
ceoeil benoil rpueoil 1 DapXaTHEIM CMOKHHIOM, a rocnodka PajisaHoBCKH ObLIa aleraHTHa B IBYX
NPHTANEHHBIX [UIATEAX - NepBoM 4€PHOM H BropoM Opon3oBoM. MM rpaMoTHO (XoT4 He Beerja
H3ALHO ¥ TOYHO) akkoMnanHposal HanuonaneHelil dHiapMoBBYeckuil opkecTp noj
yrpaeinentem Mapko Apmunesto. [lepayto yacTs nporpaMMel opkecTp Haual yBepTHOpoii K
“Henursbe Ourapo”™ Mouapra, Bropyto 4acTs - yeepTiopoi k “Jlynse Munnep” Bepau. Ilocne
aHTpakTa ObU10 HenonHeHo Hurepmenno us onepst Jleonkasanno "[asusr”.

[ocnoxa Pajpanopeky GnuceTana Ha NpOTSKEHHH BCero Bedepa, BKIIOYas [peKpacHoe
ucnonsenue “Tlecun nyne” u3 “Pycankn” J{popxkaka. Enig olHUM ApKHM MOMEHTOM Bevepa
cTaljla MOIIHas BEPXHAA HOTA H HIOAHCHPOBaHHOE BUOPATO B IIPOHUKHOBEHHOH HHTEpIIpeTalluy
apun Amennn "Morrd, ma primain grazia" u3 nepsoii cuensl 111 akra onepet Bepaun "Ban-
Mackapal'.

Brlctynas smecte ¢ Heil B oToil ciere 1 B "Favella 1l Doge" w3 oneprl Bepau "Cumon
bokkanerpa", rocnofii XBOpoCTOBCKHI €)1 ¢ TeaTpallbHOH YBEPEHHOCTBI), HO ero
4YBCTBEHHEIH, MaHALIe-MATKHH ro/loc BpeMeHaMH 3BY4al NPHITYIIEHHO H HE HME
JOCTaTOYHON CHIILL, OCODEHHO PAZIOM ¢ YHCTRIM, NapALIHM CONpaHo rocnoxy PajgsatoBeku.
[ocnoaun Xeopoctoscknil Takae uenonuun "Resta immobile” us "Bunbsrensma Tenna"
Poceunu u "Oh de' verd'anmi mier" u3 "Spuann” Bepau, nposeas ¢guHaNbHYIO THHHIO ©
JpaMaTiieckol cuiloi.

KoHlepT 3aBeplinics Ha NbUIKOI HOTe CTPAacTHRIM HCIOJIHEHHEM HHANBHON CLEHEl W3 ONEphI
Yaiikosckoro “Esrenunii Onerun™.
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