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GO! CLASSICAL: The singer who's coming in from the cold 

TOP Russian opera singer Dmitri Hvorostovsky has stepped in to save the day at a Coventry 

concert special. 

 Sir Thomas Allen was to have appeared with the English Chamber Orchestra at Warwick Arts 

Centre on Wednesday, but has had to cancel his UK tour in order to fulfil a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to perform the role of Beckmesser in a film version of Die Meistersinger at the 

Metropolitan Opera in New York.  

He has promised to make up for his absence with an alternative concert or recital in the near 

future, but the good news is that the show will go on, thanks to the celebrated Russian baritone 

Dmitri Hvorostovsky.  

Hvorostovsky's performance diary is fully booked for the next five years, but he has squeezed in 

the Coventry visit at the last minute.  

A spokesman for the Arts Centre says: "It was a shame that Sir Thomas could not make his UK 

tour. "We didn't expect to secure someone of such high calibre as Dmitri Hvorostovsky to 

replace him. He is a fantastic singer and the best stand-in we could have hoped for."  

Opera-lovers may have seen this baritone in the controversial film version of Mozart's opera Don 

Giovanni - Leporello's Revenge, which was broadcast last Christmas on Channel 4.  

The 26-year-old Siberian shot to fame in 1989 when he won the Cardiff Singer of the World 

Competition. He has gone on to perform at the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden and Kirov 

Opera, St Petersburg.  

Dmitri will be accompanied by soprano Emma Bell, who has won rich praise for her 

international recitals and recently performed the Sea Symphony by Vaughan Williams in 

Coventry Cathedral. 



 

 

 


