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Dmitri Hvorostovsky, baritone
New York

After Dmitri Hvorostovsky underwent
treatment for a brain tumor, it was not clear
that the Russian baritone would be able to
return to the Metropolitan Opera this season
for 1l Trovatore or for his February 17 recital at
Carnegie Hall. But after last year's cancella-
tions, he managed both engagements, appear-
ing in fairly good health. Audiences were
cheering.

His recital program was well chosen, con-
sisting of Russian songs but concluding with
an early Richard Strauss group. The Russian
language is not very familiar to most American
listeners, and non-Russian performers sensi-
bly tend to stick with what they can pro-
nounce. But in the mother tongue,
singers use their whole
torso as a resonant
instrument, so Hvoro-
stovsky's groups by
Glinka, Rimsky-
Korsakoff, and
Tchaikovsky were
a rare treat for the
full house,

Glinka, born
in 1804, was more
a contemporary of
Schubert and
Schumann than of
the Russians with
whom he is often asso-
ciated. He also sang. This
explains the dignified beauty
of his seemingly simple style, which suggests
art song but doesn’t show off. “To Molly" as
well as ‘How Sweet It Is to Be with You" and
‘Say Not That It Grieves the Heart” were direct
and full. In this performance Hvorostovsky
was more effective in the rolling ‘01" Man
River' mode than in the upper “you and me,
we sweat and strain” range. His downcast eyes
were puzzling, unless it had to do with the
inconspicuously placed music stand. But in
the lively melody and verses of ‘Bolero; he did
look at the listeners.

In songs by Rimsky-Korsakoff, who lived
until 1908—a full half-century after the death
of Glinka—one could hear the evolution of
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pianism and passionate expression. The early
‘What Is My Name to Thee?' had verses; but
the music changed, as if straining toward art
song. For texts Rimsky relied on Pushkin and
Alexei Tolstoy, a distant relative of Leo. ‘On the
Hills of Georgia’ was more anguished, ‘O If
Thou Couldst for One Moment” more dramat-
ic, “The Wave Breaks into Spray’ more flow-
ing—its “notey” effusive piano part a reminder
that Rimsky had been a naval officer and was
no doubt affected by the power of the sea.

The playing of Hvorostovsky's frequent
pianist, Ivari Ilja, who has a solo career in
Europe, was strong, evenly-weighted, uncom-
plicated, and a pleasure to listen to, matching
the singer to a fare-thee-well.

The third of the evening's four groups was
by Tchaikovsky. Outstanding was the operatic
‘1 Bless You, Forests, which sets the scene
before the singer enters (also one of Strauss’s
great tricks). ‘Amid the Din of the Ball’ dis-
played Tchaikovsky as the waltz master every-
one knows.

By the Strauss group, so familiar that one
detected they were not in the performer’s
mother tongue, Hvorostovsky looked tired, but
his singing held. (A similar group of songs had
been planned for the January recital of the
tenor Jonas Kaufmann, but it turned out that
Kaufmann was the one who cancelled because
of an unspecified illness.) ‘Befreit’ (Released)
is a screamer, and, while its drama suggests it
should be placed at the end of a program, its
difficulty indicates it should come earlier, and
also not near brain treatments. Unlovely high
notes and frequent breaths were totally excus-
able, but why not just leave that song out? The
serene ‘Morgen' was just right, with great
breath resources, culled from somewhere, as
they were in the ecstatic ‘Ciicilie!

Encores were a Neapolitan song and a
plaintive folk song in Russian. Guess which
one was sweeter and more touching.

LESLIE KANDEL
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JAMuTpHil XBOPOCTOBCKHI, DApHTOH

Huio-Hopk

[ocne roro kak Jmurpuii XBopocTOBCKHI NPOLLEN KYPC NEHEHHA OT OIYXOIM TOA0BHOTO MO3ra, OblIo
HEHACHO, CMOKET JIM poccHiickuii GapHTOH BEPHYTLCA B 3TOM cezoHe B Merpononnren-onepy s
yuactus B onepe "Tpybaxyp" win seictynutes 17 iespana ¢ coneHeM kOHUepTOM B Kapuern-xonne.
OnHako nocie NPOLUIOFOIHUX OTMEH OH CHPABKICA ¢ 000MMH BRICTYIUIEHHAMM, [OKaas ceba B
noBobHO Xopoweil opsme. [ybnuka Berpeuana ero BOCTOPMEHHBIMH OBALMAMH.

[Tporpamma koHuepra Oblia cOCTABNEHA OMeHb yaauHo. OHa BEIOYMANA [TIABH P MAHCBI
PYCCKHX KOMOOIHTOPOE H 3dBePILAIACE PAHHHM LHKIOM neceH Puxapna . IBIMHHCTRY

AMEPHKAHCKHX CHYIaTeneld pyccknil A3blK HE 04eHb JHAKOM, M HEPYCCCK © HCIOIHHTENH

PA3YMHO DPEANOUHTAIOT IMPHASPHKHBATECA TOIO, YTO OHH MOIYT NPaBHIEHO nectH. Ho nmenno
Ha POJHOM A3bIKE [IEBEL HCMOIbL3YET BCE CBOE TEI0 KAK PE30OHHPY WA HHEIPYMEHT, [03TOMY
eH

pomanckl Imiukn, Pumckoro-Kopeakoea u Yalikosekoro sfacnogn BOPOCTOBCKOID CTAIH
HACTOAIIHM OJAPKOM U1 NEPENOIHEHHOID 34,

Muxaun I'nunka, poaueimiica 8 1804 rony, 6w cro
PYCCKHX KOMIOIHTOPOR, ¢ KOTOPLIMH ero 00bIHHO ¢ a H H caM Mell. ITHM 00BACHAeTCA
D1aropoiHas KpacoTa ero Ha NepBsli B3 np T i, HAIIOMHHAKLLET) XYJI0HKECTBEHHY IO

MECHI, HO JHIIEHHOTO BHewHel afpexTHoCcTH cel "K Moyum", "Kak cnagko ¢ to0ow Mue
3
B

ukom Hlyoepra u Ulymana, yem

OwrTe" 1 "He rosopu, yro cepauy Gonsno" HCKpEeHHE H IyGoko. B yroM koHuepre
XpopocToeckuil Opu1 ocodenHo yoenuT 1BeEHMAX, TPelyIOUMX MOLHOIO, PACKATHCTOTO

3ByyaHud - noutH B ayxe "0l Man Rive M B Donee Beicokoii TeceuType. Ero nocroanto
ONYLIEHHBIH BIIIA] HECKONILKO 03af JIM TOJIBKO PHYHHOH He Obl1 He3aMeTHO
YCTAHOBIEHHEL epe] HUM [l anii. OHAKO B KHBOM ¥ MenoguuHoM "bonepo” ol yxe

caywarensy. B pomancax Pumcroro-Kopeakoga,

A 0IBeKa JoNbe [TTHHEK, - MOEKHO OBUIO YC/IBILIATE IBOMH LN
(hopTenHAHHOH HIPLL 1 skcnpeccuio. B pannem pomance "Hro B umenn Tebe moém?" e
OLIYILACTCH CT) n% 8, OJIHAKD MY3bIKA VHKE CTPEMHTCS BBIHTH 34 ¢€ paMKH, HIPHOIHHAACH
K IOJJIHHH XyHesKeC HoMy posaney. s ceonx nponssenednii Puveknii-Kopeakos obpaianca
A ekcen ToneToro - paneHero poacreeHHuka JIsea Toncroro. Pomane "Ha
donee TpesosHo, "0, ecnu 6 Th Morna" - Gonee apaMaruuno, a "poburea, n
mnemer, 1 Oper: onHa" - ceoboaHo M Tekyde. Ero HaceeHHas, cIOBHO NepenHBaIaic] HOTAMK

(oprennannas naprus Hanomuuana, yto Pumckuii-Kopeakos Oeur Mmopekum oduuepom i,
HECOMHEHHO, HAXOIHIICA 110]] CHIIBHBIM BIEHATICHHEM OT MOI'YIIECTBA MOPA.

nposnsero go 1908 rong

xonmax [pyau

Urpa nocroasnoro konueprMeiicrepa Xeopoctosckoro Heapn M, yenemno esictynarimero u ¢
COIBHEIMH NporpaMMami B EBpone, cuioil, poBHOCTEIO 3BYHAHHA H OTCYTCTBHEM BHellHeH
BBIMYPHOCTH JOCTABIAIA HACTOALLEE YIOBOILCTBHE, H OH HICAIBHO JOMONHAI EBUA.

Tperea uacte nporpaMmel OsU1a nocealeHa poMancad Yaiikopekoro, OcobeHHD BELIEIANCA POMAHC
"Brarocnosnaio sac, neca", oyt onepHeli no maciwrady, e doprennano coanaér armocdepy ewé
10 BCTYILICHHS 1IEBLA - IPHEM, KOTOPLIM no3aHee dnecrawe nonssosancs u Ulrpaye. B pomance



"Cpeab mymaoro dana" YailkoBckil BHOBL NPEACTAN H3BECTHBIM BCEMY MHPY HE
MACTEPOM BAILCA.

K nauany nenonnenus necen Puxapaa Hltpayca, cToib XOpoLo 3HAKOMEIX
METHO. OHH HCNOMHAKTCH YiKEe HE Ha POJHOM H3bIKE NeBla. XBOPOCTOB
HO 20 MeHHe 0CTapanock Ha Beicote. (JIboneTHO, 4To HTOT We UK 10
auBapckoM kouuepre Tenop Hounace Kaydman, oHako uMeHHO OH OTMEHII CB
Donesun.) [ecus "Befreit" ("Ocpobomnénneiil") upespbruaiino
JAPAaMATHIM CIOBHO TpedyeT nocTasuTh e€ B (huHAN 1Hporp
NOJICKA3LIBACT, 4TO OHA JIOJIAHA BYHATh PaHbLIe, TeM Gon
mosra. He canmkom kpacuBele BEpXHHE HOTH M HaCThIE COBEPILEHHO [IPOCTHTE/NbHEL,
OJIHAKD BOBHMKAET BOIIPOC: HE J1yyile 1 ObUIO BOBC TECH OT HCIOJIHEHHA HMEHHO TOI0
npoussenedun? 3aTo cnokoiinas u ceernas "Morgen! IBYUANIA MMEHHO TAK, KAK CIE/10BANI0,
JEMOHCTPHPYH BEJIHKOJIEIHOE JIBIXaHHE NEeBLA, € CTOJIb JKE BIISHATIIAIONIE NPOABHIOCE H B

socropaenHoi "Cicilie". \
Ha 6uc npossyuann HeanonuTaHckas u poanas necHu. Yranaiire, kakas n3 HUX Oblna Dosee

MEJIOJHYHOH M NPOHHKHOBEHHOH.

11 MCTIOJIHUTE HA
BBICTYILICHHE H3-33
s hcnonnenus. Xors eé
TEXHUYCCKAA TPYIHOCTb CKOPee

i NepeHeCcEHHOIO JIeHeHH s

JNECIIHN KAHAEN

*«Ol' Man River» - necys 4 Kepna na cruxu Ockapa Xammepcraiina 11 s 6poaseiickoro
mioauina "ShoweBoat" ( HA M3 CAMBIX HIBECTHEIX KOMITOZMLMIH W3 3TOr0

cnexrakn. 1 bIBLIEM padoM 0OHA NOKa3blBAET KOHTPAcT OopeObI M TPYAHOCTEI
eckoHeuHbIM, Ge3pasiMYHbIM TedeHHeM pexd Muccucunu. B penpusax necHs
Allee B CHeKTakne, kak Obl ropops: "3T0 NPOHIOILI0, HO peKa BeE paBHO

TeudT nankie".

[Mepeson ¢ anrnuiickoro H.Tumodeesa



